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SEPTUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 

‘Why stand ye here all the day idle? ”—Matt. xx. 6. 


THE parable in to-day’s gospel of the master of the house going out 
at different times of the day to find laborers for his vineyard, and 
promising them for this work a certain amount of wages, can be 
explained in many ways. I hold with those who understand by the 
head of the house, the Lord God; by the vineyard, the Church of 
Christ ; by the laborers, mankind ; and by the wages, life everlasting. 
If we, my dear Christians, who are already called, desire to carry off 
the reward of eternal life, we must fot fold our hands idly in our 
lap, but we must labor, and endeavor to become rich in all good 
works, as we shall learn to-day more particularly. 

When the ancient Romans sent their sons to war, they gave them 
a shield on which no coat of arms had yet been placed. In this way 
they wished to encourage them to merit by their bravery a coat of 
arms of which they could be proud. Our life on earth is nothing but 
an incessant struggle and warfare, and our shield in the fight must 
be our faith, according to the words of the Apostle: “In all things 
taking the shield of faith, wherewith you may be able to extinguish 
all the fiery darts of the most wicked one” (Eph. vi. 16). If we 
are good soldiers, and wish to do honor to Christ who is our leader 
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and commander, we must fight valiantly, and perform actions which 
will give a proof of our courage, our bravery, and fidelity. I 
mean that we must practise good works, for faith without good 
works is void, it is dead, as St. James says: “ What shall it profit, 
my brethren, if a man say he hath faith, but hath not works? Shall 
faith be able to save him? Faith without works is dead. For as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead ” 
(James ii. 14). 

For this reason all the saints of God were assiduous in becoming 
rich in good works; they fought, and struggled, and performed 
heroic actions, which gave them their distinctive coats-of- 
arms, as it were, and tended to their eternal glory. St. Ste- 
phen, for instance, is represented with stones upon his shield, 
because He was stoned to death for the faith of Jesus, St. 
Peter and his brother Andrew bear a cross, St. Paul a sword, 
St. Lawrence a gridiron, St. Sebastian an arrow, and other 
saints the instruments of their combat and victory. And if we desire 
to imitate them and obtain heaven, we must not let our hands lie idly 
in our lap, but we must work, fight, and struggle as much as we can. 
It is not without a purpose that Christ, our model and example, as- 
cended into heaven with outstretched arms. He has thereby, as St. 
Bernard says, pointed out to us the way to heaven, and shown us 
that, if we wish to reach there, we must move our hands and work. 
For this reason He said to His apostles, who after His ascension 
stood gazing up to heaven: “ Ye men of Galilee, why stand you look- 
ing up to heaven?” (Acts i. 11). Why do you stand here idle, 
gazing into heaven? Go to Jerusalem, and do that which you have 
been commanded to do! For this reason, also, St. Paul exhorts his 
beloved Timothy: “Labor as a good soldier of Christ Jesus” 
(II. Tim. ii. 3). Fight the good fight, and strive to become rich in 
good works. 

No, dear Christians, in order to be saved it is not enough to have 
the true faith. We must practise good works, as our faith prescribes. 
“For in Christ Jesus,” says the apostle, “ faith only availeth which 
worketh by charity ” (Gal. v. 6). And he bears this out further in 
writing to the Corinthians: “ And if I should have prophecy, and 
should know all mysteries, and all knowledge, and if I should have 
all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I 
am nothing. And if I should distribute all my goods to feed the poor, 
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and if I should deliver my body to be burned, and have not charity, it 
profiteth me nothing ” (I. Cor. xiii. 2, 3). Therefore, the Saviour 
said to the youth who asked Him what he should do to obtain eternal 
life: “If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments ” 
(Matt. xix. 17). We prove our love by keeping the commandments 
of God; for, “ He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them: 
he it is that loveth me ” (John xiv. 21). 

‘You see, then, dear Christians, what God requires of us. It is not 
sufficient that we are called to the faith, and are members of the 
one true Church of Christ. It is not enough that we have in this 
Church all the means of salvation. We must also, enlightened, 
strengthened, and fortified by these means, fight and combat against 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, and strive to become rich in good 
works by keeping the commandments of God and serving the Lord 
faithfully. 

Our Saviour has explained this to us in a beautiful way by the 
parable of the five wise and the five foolish virgins. The five wise 
ones were admitted to the nuptials, but the five foolish ones were 
sent back. They cried out indeed, “ Lord, Lord, open unto us!” 
but they received the answer, “I know you not.” And why was 
this? Because they had neglected to fill their lamps with oil. And 
so will it be with all those who have had the light of faith, but have 
neglected to keep it burning with the oil of good works: they will 
be shut out of heaven. 

Dear Christians, how would it be with you, if to-day the bride- 
groom were to come? Would you be admitted to the heavenly nup- 
tials? Alas! I fear it would happen to you as it did to the five 
foolish virgins. For who among you strives day by day to keep the 
commandments of God and to become rich in good works? We 
have the opportunity to do good every day, but we let it pass by 
without making any use of it, and instead we do evil. Am I not 
right? Whosoever is without sin, let him step forward, and we will 
praise him! But, alas! we have all sinned, and are deficient in 
glory before the Lord, and perhaps none of us would pass and be 
admitted to the heavenly marriage feast, if the Lord should call us 
to-day to judgment. 

My dear Christians, if we wish to be of the number of those 
laborers who one day will receive their reward, we must from this 
moment not let our hands lie idly in our laps. Therefore, I say to 
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you: “ Why do you stand here all the day idle?” Up to this you 
have done nothing for your eternal salvation. Do not neglect this 
any longer, for you know not the day nor the hour when the Lord 
will come, to distribute reward or punishment. Labor, therefore, as 
much as you possibly can to become rich in virtues and merits, so 
as to enter one day into the kingdom of God. Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS 
ON ENVY. 
“Ts thy eye evil, because I am good?”—Matt. xx. 15. 


Why did the laborers murmur, who were sent first into the vine- 
yard, that their fellow laborers who were set to work later than 
they received the same pay as they did? They had no right 
to ask for more than their day’s wages which they had agreed upon 
with the lord of the vineyard, and which they received. Did they 
suffer any wrong, because the others were paid as much as they 
were? Would they have received more if the others had been paid 
less? Why then did they murmur at the Master, and show their in- 
dignation at His action? You may guess the reason, dear brethren, 
and reply that it was because they were envious. If they had not 
been possessed by envy, they would have praised the Master as a 
kind and generous Lord, and congratulated their fortunate fellow 
laborers. 

What a hateful and abominable thing envy is! 

Every one who has not lost all feelings of morality considers envy 
as a most disgraceful vice, and yet this vice is not as rare as people 
think. There is no end to envy in the world. Even amongst our- 
selves, envy is not a stranger. Indeed, there is not a man upon earth 
who has not to be upon his guard to close his heart to the vice of 
envy, to keep down every emotion of envy within him. For this 
reason I wish to warn you to-day against envy, to show you, (1) 
how disgraceful and (2) how injurious envy ts. 
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If we recognize how bad and pernicious a vice is, then we shall 
detest and avoid it. 

1. It is not a very difficult task to show the hideousness of envy. 
We have only to explain what envy is, to make its disgracefulness 
understood. What is envy? None other than a certain sadness and 
trouble, a vexation and displeasure at the happiness and success 
of our fellow men, and a certain joy and satisfaction, pleasure and 
elation at the unhappiness and misfortune of others. To envy 
our neighbor, means to grudge him his good fortune, and to 
wish him evil. In the Orient there is said to be a bird which stays 
in its nest sad and troubled when the weather is fine and the sun 
shines, but when it is stormy it flies gaily and joyfully about. 
This extraordinary bird is an image of envy. It resembles exactly 
those envious persons who in the same manner are sad when the sun 
of good fortune is shining on their fellow men, but on the contrary 
are joyful and delighted when the storm of misfortune breaks over 
them. Is anything further necessary to prove the hideousness of 
envy? Is it not a shame to be vexed at the well-being of our neigh- 
bor, at which we ought to be glad, and to feel pleased when mis- 
fortune overtakes our neighbor, when we should be sorry? Every 
vice is disgraceful; but none of them carry their disgrace so pub- 
licly on their forehead as the vice of envy. Other vices have even a 
pretext with which at least they can be apparently explained; but 
where will you find an excuse of envy? 

The impure person may say he has been violently tempted, sensu- 
ality made him blind, the dangerous occasion caused him to fall; 
the thief may say that want and hunger misled him; the revengeful 
person may say that he was overcome by anger ; but the envious per- 
son, what excuse can he or will he make? None; nothing but his 
disgraceful malice. Envy is pure malice, a true child of hell. Yes, 
envy is the devil’s sin. If there are envious men, it is a sad proof 
that the devil has gained influence, power, and dominion over men, 
otherwise there would be no envy amongst them. When man came 
from the hand of God, he knew not what envy was. It is natural 
for man to rejoice with the joyful, and to be sad with the sorrowful. 
In the heart of man, as it was formed by God, there is to be found 
pity and charity, a brotherly interest in the weal or woe of 
his fellow creatures. If there are men who betray their human 
nature, and who rejoice at those things which cause good 
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men to grieve, it is evident that these men are under the devil’s influ- 
ence, whose concern it is to pervert what God has ordained, and to 
ruin that which God has made. 

I will even venture to say that the envious man is more malicious 
and behaves more disgracefully than the envious devil. Why is 
this? The envious man vents his poison on his own kind, and the 
devil does not do that. The devil burns with envy toward man. 
Human happiness distresses him, human misery delights him, but the 
other devils do not excite his envy. Yet men envy one another; en- 
vious men rage against their own flesh. Is not every man our brother, 
and does not our enemy belong as we do to the same family of God? 
How can the happiness of a brother vex a brother, or the unhappi- 
ness of the one be the delight of the other? I will show you envy 
from another point of view, from which it will appear no less dis- 
graceful. Envy not only consists in a diabolical malice toward our 
fellow men, but it is also a heinous crime against God. To envy 
our neighbor’s happiness means to murmur at the dispensations of 
Providence and at God’s government of the world. The envious 
laborers in the vineyard, of whom the gospel speaks, murmured at 
the father of the family, and in like manner do all envious persons. 
Even if they do not grumble in just so many words, envy is prac- 
tically a complaint against God. The envious person grudges his 
neighbor the good fortune that befalls him. But is it not God who 
has granted it to him? It is a subject of vexation to the envious 
that his neighbor’s undertaking has succeeded, that his business is 
prosperous, that a joyful event has taken place. But does not every 
good gift come from God, who is the success of every enterprise, 
allows business to prosper, and brings about that joyful event? Envy 
therefore, is a censure, a disapprobation of divine Providence. The 
eye of the envious one is evil, because God is good. According to 
this reasoning, God ought not to rule the world according to the 
decrees of His love and justice, but in accordance with the diabolical 
wishes of the envious, dispense His gifts and His chastisements. 
How malicious, and what a crime envy is! This vice, however, is 
not only shameful, but also injurious, not only malicious but also 
ruinous, as we shall discover in the second part. 

2. The destructiveness of envy is even easier to demonstrate and 
to recognize than its baseness. 

It is not without reason that we find envy amongst the seven 
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deadly sins. It is the source of innumerable other sins. The evil is 
boundless which has its origin and root in envy. Envy is in reality 
the origin of every sin, because on account of the devil’s envy sin 
came into the world. Holy Writ, the history of mankind, and daily 
experience prove that there is no vice which creates more evil, or 
produces more harm than envy. 

What was the cause of the first murder that was committed? Did 
not the wicked Cain slay his brother Abel out of envy? Did not 
Jacob’s sons sin against their brother Joseph out of envy? Was it 
not envy that caused the enraged Saul to hurl his spear at David? 
Was it not envy which caused Daniel’s enemies to cast that great 
prophet into the lions’ den? Did not the Pharisees and the elders 
conspire to put to death the Son of God; did they not crucify the 
divine Saviour from envy? How many crimes have occurred in the 
history of the world, all of which had their source in envy! Envy 
has occasioned divisions in the Church, produced heresies, origi- 
nated wars, armed brother against brother, laid countries waste, pil- 
laged cities, separated families, and brought them to ruin. Envy 
knows no bounds. It regards neither the bonds of friendship nor of 
blood. It incites the child against his father, as in the case of Ab- 
salom ; brother against brother, like Cain; friend against friend, as 
with Saul; it causes men to forget the greatest benefaction, and to 
hate the kindest of benefactors, as was the case with the Pharisees 
toward our divine Saviour. Envy occasions a great host of sins; in- 
gratitude toward God, even blasphemy; hatred and enmity toward 
mankind, very often a deadly hatred, an irreconcilable enmity; cal- 
umny, defamation of character, tale-bearing, desire of revenge, and 
of persecution: all these are the daughters of envy, verily a hellish 
crew, worthy of their hellish progenitor. It is hardly necessary to 
have recourse to Holy Scripture, or to history, to prove the disastrous 
effects of envy. It suffices to draw your attention to daily experi- 
ence, and to your immediate surroundings, where the havoc worked 
by envy is everywhere apparent. Ought not the evil fruits of envy 
to be a motive for us to strive to banish this devilish vice from our 
hearts? So as to encourage you still more in this resolution, I will 
show you, in conclusion, how injurious this vice of envy is for the 
envious man himself. Envy certainly causes a great deal of misery 
in the world, but it produces the greatest havoc in that man who 
fosters it, and who is controlled by it. No vice punishes itself so 
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severely as envy does. For this reason the holy fathers called envy a 
just vice, not because it was just in itself, but because it is itself its 
own punishment ; by its own torture it chastises itself, and in a way 
exercises justice upon itself. As the worm eats the wood, to which 
it owes its existence, so envy gnaws at the heart of the man who 
admits it. And when it has taken up its abode in our hearts, it soon 
shows itself in our outward bearing, for it takes the glow of health 
from the cheek of the envious, and reveals its presence in our in- 
terior, by sickly pale cheeks and hollow eyes. Envy gnaws at the 
heart as the rust does at the iron, it enfeebles the body like a linger- 
ing fever, tortures the soul, destroys the peace of our mind, and fills 
man with dejection and sadness, and banishes all peace and glad- 
ness from the soul. 

“ Soundness of heart is the life of the flesh; but envy is the rot- 
tenness of the bones” (Prov. xiv., 30). “Envy and anger shorten 
a man’s days” (Ecclus. xxx. 26). The way in which envy is gen- 
erally portrayed is very appropriate. It is represented as an old 
woman, bearing in her hands snakes and torches, with long sharp 
finger nails, pale of countenance and emaciated in body. Envy 
is represented as a woman, because it is a vice of a 
weak, unmanly, effeminate spirit; as an old woman, because it 
is as ancient as the world itself; with snakes and _ torches 
in the hands, because it stings and exudes poison like the snake, 
and kindles the torch of hatred and discord everywhere; with long 
sharp nails, because it preys upon itself and others; with a pale 
countenance and emaciated body, because it pines away through con- 
stant vexation and ill-humor; and finally the woman eats up her 
own heart, because envious persons shorten their lives and hasten 
themselves to an early death. “Envy and anger shorten a man’s 
days” (Ecclus. xxx. 26). Besides the torture which the envious 
prepare for themselves in this life, a still greater one awaits them in 
eternity. Perhaps you believe that the envious may be saved? St. 
Paul names envy amongst those works of the flesh which close the 
kingdom of heaven to us (Gal. v. 21). Let us not be surprised at 
this. Eeternal blessedness is the reward of love, the hope and 
portion of those who love God and man. The envious person, how- 
ever, loves neither God nor man. If he would work miracles, says St. 
John Chrysostom, or even if he preserved his chastity, or fasted, slept 
on the ground, and resembled the angels in their virtues, so long as he 
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was polluted with envy, he would remain a lost man. It is utterly im- 
possible for us to escape that fire which is prepared for the spirit of 
malice, if we do not liberate ourselves from this passion. 

Spare yourselves, therefore, the torments of the envious in this 
world, and their chastisement in the next. Banish from your heart 
this shameful and destructive vice. Let charity reign amongst you, 
and do not envy one another any more. Rejoice with the joyful, and 
mourn with the sorrowful. Take a sincere interest in the weal or 
woe of your fellow man. Grant to every one the good which be- 
longs to him, even to your enemy; and do not refuse your sym- 
pathy to any unfortunate person, not even to your enemy. And 
thus you will fulfill the law of the Lord: “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself” (Mark xii. 31). Let us beseech God to 
preserve us from the vice of envy, and to fill our hearts with His 
holy love. Amen. 


DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 
SERMON. 


THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS IS A MIRROR OF EVERY 
VIRTUE, IN WHICH WE SHOULD OFTEN LOOK AT 
OURSELVES, SO AS TO WASH AWAY THE STAINS 
OF OUR SOULS, AND TO INCREASE IN VIRTUE. 


“For she is the brightness of eternal light, and the unspotted mirror of 
God’s majesty, and the image of his goodness.”"—Wis. vii. 26. 


In the Old Testament, God commanded that a brass basin should 
be made polished like the brightest mirror and placed at the door 
of the holy tent, so that the priests, when they wished to enter God’s 
tent, could behold themselves beforehand in this basin, and, if they 
found anything soiled or in disorder, could cleanse it in a wash-basin. 
(Exod. xxxviii. 8.) By this brass and shining mirror is understood 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, in which we see as in a very bright 
mirror, every virtue reflected, and in which we can not only behold 
Cistinctly the spots and stains of our soul, but also wash them away 
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in its precious blood: “ The blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin” (I. Johni. 7). 

Once, when St. Catherine of Sienna looked into this mirror of the 
divine Heart of Jesus, and beheld her own heart upon the other side, 
still subject to so many imperfections and faults, she beseeched our 
Lord, in the most urgent manner, that He would vouchsafe to take 
her heart away from her, and in its place to give her His spotless 
Sacred Heart. This prayer was pleasing to the Lord, and He took 
her heart away and gave her instead His own, so that in the future 
she could say to the Lord: “I offer to Thee, O Lord, not my heart, 
but Thine.” 

When the virgin Catherine Raconisia, who loved the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus with the tenderest devotion, looked with the eyes of her soul 
into this nrror, and saw therein, as in the clearest crystal, the spots 
upon her heart, she implored the Lord that He might take her heart 
and purify it in His blood, and then replace it; the divine Saviour 
granted her desire, took away her heart, and returned it to her purer 
and holier than it was before; and this took place five times in the 
course of her life, as is related by the Reverend Father John 
Weyer, S.J. 

O Christian soul! look also at night, during your examination of 
conscience, into this divine mirror, the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and 
you will find material enough for self-accusation. Consider His 
astonishing humility, how He knelt at Judas’ feet, allowed Barabbas 
to be preferred to Himself, and was nailed to the cross between two 
thieves. Oh, how great was this humility of the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus! And then consider, on the other hand, how little of humility 
your own heart knows, with all its vain desires for worldly honor 
and riches. 

In this way you may consider all the virtues; for instance, 
patience, purity, sobriety, poverty, mortification, and so on, and in 
every case you will find imperfections and negligences and cause 
for reproach. Acknowledge these faults of your heart, and implore 
earnestly the Sacred Heart of Jesus for grace, so that you may im- 
prove in the future. 

It is related by authentic writers of Saint Rosalia, the daughter 
of King Sinibald, that, one day, at her father’s desire, she dressed 
herself in her royal robes, and then comtemplated herself thus 
adorned in the mirror. She had hardly glanced at the mirror 
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when she was seized with a sudden dread, because there she saw, 
in the mirror, the divine Saviour, streaming with blood, 
crowned with thorns, His whole body bruised, and fastened to the 
cross with iron nails; and she heard the voice of the Redeemer, say- 
ing: “ Behold the Man whom thou didst crucify ; behold the wounds 
which thou hast made; behold the side which thou didst pierce.” 
Her heart was so strongly affected by this pitiful voice and by the 
sorrowful sight that, without consideration for the world, for 
kingdom, wealth, royal pleasures, honors, and even the paternal 
house, she renounced them all, and chose a dismal cave in the rocks, 
where she passed the rest of her life in constant contemplation of her 
crucified Saviour, until her blessed death. In the cave she wrote 
with her own hand this inscription: “I, Rosalia, daughter of Sini- 
bald, Lord of Quisquina and Rosa, have, for the love of my Lord 
Jesus Christ, decided to live in this cave.” Her holy body was found 
during the pontificate of Pope Urban VIII., in the year 
1625, and on this occasion Sicily was delivered from a terrible 
plague at her intercession. 

Pope Boniface VIII. sent once to the Queen of Great Britain an 
exceedingly bright gilt mirror, with a costly comb, as a special 
present. Now, I offer you, my dear friends, one like it, only a much 
truer mirror, namely, the most holy and precious Heart of Jesus, 
which is surmounted with a cross and surrounded with thorns. 
Hang this divine mirror in your bedroom. Go for advice during the 
day to this mirror, and efface in it the stains of your soul. I offer 
you also a comb, namely, the prickly thorns which pierced this 
blessed Heart of Jesus. “ Look and make it according to the pattern” 
(Ex. xxv. 40). O Christian soul! look frequently into the mirror 
of the divine Heart of Jesus, and make amends for the sins you have 
committed against God, against yourself, and against your neighbor. 
But do not look into it superficially and in passing, of which 
the Apostle St. James says, “ beholding his own countenance in a 
glass; for he beheld himself, and went his way, and presently forgot 
what manner of man he was ” (James i. 23), and, therefore, he took 
no pains to wash away the stains and to put in order that which was 
in disorder; but look into it after the manner of vain young girls, 
who do not leave the mirror until the least little thing is attended to. 
In this way, Christian soul, look into the mirror of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, and learn there to overcome your anger, to practise meek- 
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ness, and to imitate His patience and chastity, His obedience, His 
love of God and of His neighbor, and to be resigned to His holy will 
in all things: “ For I have given you an example,” says the divine 
Saviour, “that as I have done to you, so you do also” (John xiii. 15), 

It will be useful to relate here an episode in the life of the Rev- 
erend Father Hippolyte Galatinus, of Florence. This priest lived in 
Florence, in the neighborhood of a vain woman, whose godless life 
and shame he took very much to heart. To save her soul he made 
use of the following stratagem. He had a picture painted, repre- 
senting the divine Saviour, scourged and crowned with thorns, 
streaming with blood. This picture, which from the back was made 
to look like a mirror, he hung, after the manner of women, at the 
window, and he stood frequently before it, arranging his hair, 
adjusting his cap, and so on. To the before-mentioned sinner, who 
lived opposite, it seemed strange to see this priest, who was so well 
known on account of his sanctity, standing so often before his 
mirror; and she remarked, jokingly, that he had better lend her his 
looking-glass for a while. This was a much-desired message for 
Hippolyte. He took the supposed mirror and showed her the pic- 
ture. At this unexpected sight, the sinner was strangely moved, 
and touched, she looked again and again at the picture, and shortly 
afterward she forsook the world, entered a convent, and led a very 
edifying life until her death. 

The philosopher Socrates desired that his scholars should fre- 
quently look at themselves in the mirror, so as to correct the carriage 
of their bodies, their manners, and their motions. 

Christian soul! I know of a mirror, in which you can not only see 
everything which is immoral, defective, and objectionable, but in 
which you can improve yourself. This mirror is the most amiable 
Heart of Jesus, which the Church, with so much right, places before 
all Christians as a model for all their actions, morals, and virtues. 
Look diligently into this holy mirror, so that this model may be en- 
graven upon your heart. “Thou hast, O Lord Jesus Christ,” says 
Saint Drogo Hostiensis, “made Thy body into a mirror for my 
soul.” 

If you love your soul, take the Sacred Heart of Jesus for your 
mirror, place it before your spiritual eyes, look into it often, ask help 
of it in every temptation, so that it may be your salvation in that 
last struggle, which will open for you the gates of eternity. Amen. 
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SEXAGESIMA SUNDAY. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O.P. 
' “ The seed is the word of God.”—Luke viii. 11. 


In to-day’s gospel, our Saviour compares the word of God to the 
seed which the farmer sows in his field, and He wishes us to under- 
stand thereby, that as good seed is necessary for the field that it may 
bring forth good fruit, so also is the word of God necessary for our 
souls, that man may bring forth fruit for eternal life. The greater 
part of the seed which the sower planted was lost. So it is with the 
seed of the divine word: it is sowed plentifully, but it bears little 
fruit. Wherein lies the fault? Not in the seed; nor in the sower; 
but principally in the soil, as we shall learn to-day. 

In the early days of Christianity, before there were any churches, 
and the Christians assembled for divine worship in hidden places 
and caves, the zeal of the faithful, as the history of those times 
tells us, in listening to the word of God, was very great, and 
they took the greatest care to put it into practice. The same praise 
can be given in our days to the newly converted Christians in Asia, 
Africa, America, and the islands of the Pacific Ocean, who on 
Sundays and holydays often have to travel miles to hear the word 
of God. But of Christians in general this cannot be said. They 
have opportunities to hear the word of God every Sunday and holy- 
day, but by many of them it is not appreciated. They would a great 
deal rather that there was no sermon; and, when they do listen to a 
sermon, they pay very little attention, only wishing that it would 
soon be over. No matter how earnestly or impressively the preacher 
speaks, they are not touched. Even when he places their sins and 
vices clearly and plainly before their eyes, and depicts in the most 
vivid colors the punishments which they deserve; when he repre- 
sents to them that they might suddenly be called by death to the 
judgment-seat of God, and there, perhaps, be condemned to hell— 
they pay no attention, and the word of God remains without fruit, 
because the ground is worthless upon which it falls. Such people 
have no desire for heaven: the world and its pleasures has taken 
possession of their hearts in such a manner that they cannot tear 
themselves away from it. 
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Sometimes when a far traveled man relates of the countries he has 
seen, and of the adventures and hardships which he experienced in 
his travels, only few of his hearers will be interested. But, if it should 
so happen that one of the company intends to undertake this same 
journey, then this one will be all attention, make minute inquiries as 
tc the route which he must take, and of every circumstance which it 
may be useful for him to know. We all of us, my dear Christians, are 
making the journey to our true country; we are on the road to 
heaven, and we preachers speak of this eternal home from the pul- 
pit. We show the way which leads thereto, describe the dangers 
which you shall encounter on the way; we give you the means to 
overcome them, and we encourage you to proceed courageously in 
the right path. Those among our listeners whose whole heart is taken 
up with the world and its pleasures, honors, and goods have certainly 
no desire for heaven, pay no attention to what we say, and continue 
as before in the path of sin and vice; but he who longs for heaven 
is anxious to learn all those things which will be useful to him on 
his way there, that he may not miss it, and be sure of reaching his 
goal, and he writes, as it were, every word upon the tablet of his 
heart, so that he may not forget, and act according to our instruc- 
tions. There are still others who listen attentively to the sermon, 
take it to heart, and make good resolutions for the future; but, at 
the same time, their emotion does not last long, and they soon for- 
get their good resolutions. 

Upon one occasion, when Saul had set forth with his followers to 
look for David and to kill him, he entered into the same cave to rest 
himself in which David and his followers lay hidden. David could 
have slain Saul; but he did not do so. As a proof that Saul had 
been in his power, he cut off a piece of Saul’s cloak while he slept, 
and followed him when he left the cave. When he had overtaken 
him, he besought him to desist from persecuting him and from 
attempting his life. He showed him the piece of his cloak, as a 
proof that he could have killed him if he had desired to do so. 
Saul was touched, and promised and took an oath that for the future 
he would consider David as his friend. However, Saul’s hatred of 
David was again awakened, and he never ceased to persecute him 
until he died. 
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And this happens also to some people who now listen to the 
word of God. During the sermon, when the goodness and 
mercy of God, and the love of Jesus Christ, the horror of 
sin, the punishments of hell, and kindred subjects are spoken 
of, they are moved to tears, and say with heart and voice: 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me! I repent of my 
sins with all my heart. I will confess them, and do better! 
The devil shall never again have me in his power; I will 
serve God all the days of my life!” In this way and many others 
they give expression to the emotion of their heart, and one would 
imagine that now they would become really virtuous people. But 
far from it! Hardly have they left the church, or returned to their 
ordinary occupations, and they have already forgotten what they 
promised in the house of God. The first temptation breaks down 
all their good resolutions, and they do just the same as they did 
before. How true this is, you probably know as well as I do. 

You see, my dear Christians, this is why the word of God remains 
without fruit, because the soil upon which it falls is not good; 
because the heart is occupied by the goods, honors, and pleasures of 
this world, so that it can not tear itself away from them. Oh! re- 
member, then, that only those will be saved who hear the word of 
God and obey it. Therefore, begin to-day to lay up the word of 
God in your hearts, and observe it better every day, so that you may 
be ever free from every sin, and richer in virtues and good works, 
which will open the gate of heaven to you. Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
THE WORD OF GOD. 


“ Blessed are they who hear the word of God, and keep it.” —Luke xi. 28. 


My dear brethren, we read in the gospel that the Redeemer of 
the world said such wonderful and astonishing things in His sermons 
to the people, that a woman in the multitude raised her voice and 
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cried out, “ Blessed is the womb that bore thee, and the paps that gave 
thee suck;” but Jesus Christ answered immediately, “ Yea rather, 
blessed are they who hear the word of God, and keep it.” Perhaps 
it seems to you, my brethren, that Jesus Christ teaches us that he who 
kears the word of God with the earnest wish to profit by it, is more 
pleasing to God than he who receives Him in Holy Communion. 
Yes, without doubt, my brethren, we have never really understood 
what a precious gift the word of God is. Ah, my brethren, if we 
rightly understood it, with what reverence and love should we not 
listen to it! Let us not deceive ourselves. The word of God must 
of necessity bear within us either good or bad fruit. The fruit will 
be good if we are well prepared to receive it, namely, by a real desire 
to profit by it and to do everything that it prescribes. It will be bad 
if we hear it with indifference, or perhaps with distaste and dis- 
esteem. This sacred word will enlighten us and show us how to 
fulfil our duties, or it will blind us and make us stiff-necked. So as 
to prove this more clearly to you, I will show you how great is the 
word of God. 

So as to impress upon you the exalted worth of the word of God, 
I will specify that the entire extension and progress of the Catholic 
religion is the work of the word, joined with grace which is always 
with it. Yes, my brethren, we can even say that, excepting the 
death of Christ on Mount Calvary, and Baptism, our holy religion 
gives us nothing that can be compared to the word. How many per- 
sons are there not in heaven who never received the Sacrament of 
Penance? How many others who have never received the Blessed 
Sacrament? How many there are in heaven who neither received 
Confirmation nor Extreme Unction? As far as instruction in the 
word of God is concerned, it is as hard for us, when we have arrived 
at the age when instruction is necessary for us, to get to heaven with- 
out instruction, as it is without Baptism. We shall find out at the 
day of judgment that the greater number of Christians who are lost 
were damned because they did not know their own religion. 

Let us ask the souls of the lost Christians why they are in hell. 
They will all avow that the cause of their damnation was either that 
they would not hear the word of God or that they despised it. But, 
you may ask, what effect has the sacred word upon us? I say that 
it resembles that pillar of fire which guided the Jews when they were 
in the desert, which stood still when the people should stand still, and 
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moved on when they were to move on, so that the people had only to 
follow it faithfully, to be sure of not taking the wrong road on their 
way. Yes, my brethren, it does the same in regard to us. It is a 
bright torch, which enlightens us, and guides us in all our thoughts, 
undertakings, and actions. It enlightens our faith, fortifies our hope, 
inflames our love of God and our neighbor. It describes to us the 
majesty of God, the blessed end for which we were created, the good- 
ness of God, His love for us, the value of our soul, the sublime 
reward which is promised to us. At the same time, it depicts for us 
the gravity of sin, the sorrow which it occasions God, the misery 
into which it will plunge us in the next life. It brings us face to face 
with the judgment which threatens sinners, and we shudder at the 
awful picture which it conjures up. Yes, my brethren, this word 
determines us to believe all the most mysterious truths of our holy 
religion, without indulging in subtile inquiries, for it confirms our 
faith. 

Tell me, are we not all of the same opinion, that after a sermon 
our hearts are touched and full of good resolutions, while those who 
despise the word of God reject and despise all those means of salva- 
tion which God has given us? Tell me, my brethren, of what did 
the patriarchs and the prophets, Jesus Christ Himself and His apos- 
tles, as well as all their holy followers, avail themselves to strengthen 
and spread our holy religion, if it was not the word of God? For 
instance, what did Jonas do when the Lord sent him to Nineve? 
None other but announce the word of God, by telling them that with- 
in forty days the place would be destroyed! Was it not this sacred 
word which changed the hearts of the inhabitants of this large city, 
who, from being great sinners, became great penitents? What did 
St. John the Baptist do to make the Messiah, the Redeemer of the 
world, known? Did he not preach the word of God? What did 
Jesus Christ Himself do when He passed through the cities and places 
where He was always surrounded by a crowd of people, who followed 
Him as far as the desert—what other means did He make use of but 
this sacred word, to instruct the people in that religion which He was 
going to found? Tell me, my brethren, what made all the great ones 
of this world forsake their possessions, their parents, and all their 
comforts? Was it not because they had heard the word of God, 
which opened the eyes of their soul, and showed them the short dura- 
tion and the perishableness of all created things, and persuaded them __ 
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to acquire eternal goods, as, for example, a St. Anthony, a St. Fran- 
cis, a St. Ignatius? 

Tell me, who can make children understand to honor their father 
and their mother, and to consider them, indeed, the representatives 
of Almighty God? The instruction which they receive in Sunday- 
school from those who have charge of their soul, whereby the great 
reward which they may expect if they are good, obedient children 
is impressed upon them. What kind of children are those who des- 
pise their parents? Alas, my brethren, how many wicked, ignorant 
children are there not, who, in consequence of their ignorance, are un- 
chaste and disorderly, and who often bring their parents with sorrow 
to the grave! What causes a neighbor to be kind to his neighbor, 
if it is not the instruction which he heard where it was made clear to 
him how pleasing to God is the love of our neighbor? Or, at another 
time, when he heard the terrible condition of the sinner described 
who falls into the hands of the living God? Listen for a moment, 
and I will give you a proof of this, which will convince you. 

It is related that a French army officer happened to be stationed in 
a place where a mission was being held by a certain Father Bridaine. 
Curious to hear the priest who had such a great reputation and whom 
he did not know, he entered the church, where Father Bridaine was 
just depicting in awful colors the state of a soul steeped in sin, the 
blindness of the sinner who remains in his sins, and pointing out 
how easy it was to give up a sinful life by means of a general con- 
fession. The soldier was so touched at this, his remorse of conscience 
was so great, or, rather, it was so unbearable, that he made the reso- 
lution at that moment to make a general confession. He waited for 
the missionary at the steps of the pulpit, and told him that he desired 
to confess the sins of his whole life. Father Bridaine treated him 
with the greatest kindness. “ Father,” said the officer, “I will do 
all that you will tell me to do. I have the greatest desire to save 
my soul.” He made his confession with the greatest piety and 
contrition which could be expected of a converted sinner. He ad- 
mitted, indeed, that it seemed to him as if a heavy burden was taken 
off his conscience each time he accused himself of a sin. His con- 
fession ended, he left Father Bridaine, and wept tears of bitter repent- 
ance. The people were astonishd to see this soldier shedding so 
many tears, and they asked him the cause of his trouble. “ Ah, my 
friends, how sweet it is for me to shed tears of love and gratitude, I 
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who have lived so long at enmity with God! Oh, how blind is man 
who does not love God and who lives at enmity with Him, while God 
loves him so tenderly!’ The soldier sought Father Bridaine in the 
Sacristy, and declared, in the presence of the other missionaries, that 
he had never in his whole life experienced such unalloyed happiness 
as he did at that moment when he was in the state of grace: “ My 
Fathers, I do not think that my sovereign, whom I have served for 
thirty-six years, can be as happy as I am. I do not believe, in spite 
of all the pleasures which surround his throne, that he can enjoy the 
contentment that I do after having laid down the dreadful burden of 
my sins by repentance, and having made the firm resolution to do 
penance for them. I would not exchange my happiness for all the 
wealth and the pleasures of this world.’ With these words he 
pressed Father Bridaine’s hand, and begged him to pray to God for 
him that he might have the grace to be a true penitent all his life long. 

Now, my brethren, what was the cause of this soldier’s conversion ? 
None other than the word of God, which he understood, and which 
found his heart docile to the call of grace. Ah, how many Christians 
would be converted if they were so happy as to listen to the word of 
God with a good intention! What good thoughts and good resolu- 
tions would be awakened in their hearts! How many good works for 
heaven would be accomplished! 

He who is not moved by the word of God is lost, unless a miracle 
should happen, which very seldom does. O my God! who could -be- 
lieve that any one could display such indifference at the thought of 
such endless misery! Meanwhile, before we proceed any further, 
we will examine into the condition of most of this congregation. 
You know that sin reigns in your hearts; and you know that, so long 
as this sin reigns there, you can expect nothing else but an eternity 
of misery. O my God, this thought alone should frighten us almost 
to death! Ah, God saw beforehand how few would profit by this 
word of life, when He spoke the following parable in the gospel : 

“ The sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed some fell 
by the wayside, and it was trodden down, and the fowls of the air 
devoured it. And some fell upon a rock, and withered away. And 
some fell among thorns, and the thorns choked it. And finally, some 
fell upon good ground, and yielded fruit a hundred fold.” 

You see, my brethren, that Jesus Christ shows us that, of all the 
people who hear the word of God, only a fourth part derive profit 
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from it. It would be a good thing if, among every four persons, 
there should be one to profit by it. Oh, that the number of good 
Christians was greater than it is! The apostles were astonished at 
this parable, and they asked Him to explain it to them. Jesus Christ 
then explained it to them: : 

The heart of man is like unto a field, which brings forth fruit 
according as it is either well or badly cultivated. The seed, Jesus 
Christ said to them, is the word of God. It falls by the wayside, 
when those that hear it do not change their lives, or make the sacri- 
fices which God asks of them, so that they might become good and 
pleasing to Him. They will not forsake the company or the places 
where they have so often offended God; others, again, are restrained 
by a false fear of man, which causes them to waver in all the good 
resolutions which they formed when they heard the word of God. 
The seed which fell among thorns are those who hear the word of 
God with joy; but it produces no good results in them: they hear it 
gladly, but they are not willing to do what it commands. The seed 
which fell upon the rock are those who have a hard and stubborn 
heart, who hear the word of God to find fault with it and to abuse 
it. Finally, the seed which falls on good ground are those who 
ardently desire to hear it, and who embrace every opportunity which 
God gives them to profit by it as much as possible, and only in these 
hearts does it yield abundant fruit. And these fruits are: To retrench 
their worldly life, and to practise all those virtues which a Christian 
should so as to please God and to save their soul. You see from the 
words of Jesus Christ how few persons there are who derive any 
benefit from the word of God, as, among four parts, only one part 
yielded fruit. . 

Now, my brethren, you wish to be that fourth part. Listen, then, 
with great desire to the word of God; put aside all sin, the world with 
its pleasures, your inordinate desires and passions; form good solid 
resolutions, and put them in practice at the first and every opportunity 
offered afterward, and rest assured you will bear fruit a hundred fold. 
Amen. 
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QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 


BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“Behold we go up to Jerusalem, and all things shall be accomplished which 
were written by the prophets concerning the Son of man.”—Luke xviii. 31. 

The Church in to-day’s gospel narrates to us an incident which 
is calculated to awaken in our hearts feelings of sadness and pro- 
found sorrow. I mean the passing of Jesus to His passion and 
death. And she intends thereby to restrain her children from the 
sinful pleasures which are indulged in in many parts of the world 
under the name of Carnival. She puts before our eyes Jesus Christ, 
the only-begotten Son of God, who clothed Himself with our flesh 
that He might suffer and die for our sins. She shows us His divine 
countenance covered with blood and wounds. She shows Him 
unto us arrayed in the white garment of ridicule, and dragged from 
the palace of Herod to the court of justice of Pilate, laughed at 
and mocked by everybody; how he was unmercifully scourged, 
clad in a purple mantle, crowned with thorns, and a reed placed in 
His hands for a scepter, and how the soldiers mocked Him, spat 
upon Him, beat and bruised Him. She shows us how, at last, He 
is laden with a heavy cross, under which He staggers on the way 
to Calvary, there to be nailed to the cross in the most terrible agony, 
and to die while His enemies scoff at Him. When the Saviour 
Himself, shortly before the fulfilment of all these fearful incidents, 
said these words to His apostles, “Behold we go up to Jerusalem, 
and all things shall be accomplished which were written by the 
prophets concerning the Son of man. For he shall be delivered 
to the gentiles, and shall be mocked, and scourged, and spit upon. 
And after they have scourged him, they will put him to death, and 
the third day he shall rise again”—I say, when the Saviour spoke 
these words to His apostles, He wished them to understand that 
they must not be deceived by the demonstrations of glory which 
were prepared for His last entry into Jerusalem, and the clamor 
of the populace manifested on that occasion; but they must re- 
member that He was going to suffer and to die for the sins of the 
world. The Church also wishes us, in these days when the world 
revels, to remember Him who, from love for us, shed His blood, 
and gave His life for us, and that we should show our gratitude by 
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avoiding every sin and sinful pleasure for the love of Him. But, 
however seriously or impressively it is held up and explained to 
Christians, that they crucify the Son of God anew by their sins, and 
mock at Him (Heb. vi. 6), very few of them take these words to 
heart and act accordingly. The gospel of to-day tells us that the 
apostles did not understand the Saviour when He spoke of His pas- 
sion and death, and of His resurrection from the dead: “And they 
understood none of these things, and this word was hid from them, 
and they understood not the things that were said.” And so it is 
with many lukewarm Christians. They hear what is preached of 
the love of Jesus, of His bitter passion and death, and of the divine 
work of their redemption ; but their hearts remain cold. They hear 
in the pulpit and in the confessional that every mortal sin committed 
crucifies Christ anew, and merits the chastisement of hell; but they 
do not understand or take it to heart. Indeed, many so-called Chris- 
tians hardly believe what they are taught by Holy Scripture, of the 
severe judgments of God, of the punishment of sin, of hell and eter- 
nity, and all living faith has been smothered in their hearts, while 
they crucify anew, by their sins and vices, Jesus, their Redeemer and 
Saviour, their best Friend, and greatest Benefactor. What else do 
you do, dear Christians, but every day of your lives, by your sensu- 
ality, intemperance, envy or calumny, or any other sins of which 
you may be guilty, you who remain impenitent in your sins? 

After Joseph was thrown into the well, his brothers sat together, 
ate, drank, made merry, and had a good time. Not one of them 
thought of the suffering and tribulation of poor Joseph. Sinners 
are even more cruel toward Jesus, their brother in the flesh. They 
give free rein to their sensual pleasures, and not only forget His 
passion and sufferings and bitter death, which He endured for 
love of them, but they prepare for Him daily by their sins fresh suf- 
fering, mockery, and insult. Tell me, is it possible to imagine a 
more heartless ingratitude or greater cruelty? 

Upon one occasion, when St. Francis of Assisi, who was inflamed 
with love for his crucified Saviour, was passing a cemetery and saw 
the image of the crucifixion, he began to cry. When he was asked 
why he was so sad, he answered: “Why should I not weep? The 
Son of God was crucified for mankind, and yet He is hated by 
them and persecuted. He loved them unto death, even unto the 
ignominious death of the cross, and for all that He must daily suffer 
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still greater ignominy and injustice at their hands. Ah! they 
crucify Him anew daily by their sins, they despise His exceeding 
great love. Ought I not to be sorrowful at this, and to weep?” 

My dear Christians, do we belong to those ungrateful and cruel 
men over whom St. Francis of Assisi wept? And if we have be- 
longed to them, we will not do so for the future. If the children 
of the world crucify Jesus Christ anew by their sins and improprieties, 
we will not be of their number; but with St. Francis we will weep 
over them and pray for their conversion. We will in the future, 
especially when we are tempted to pride, hatred, revenge, envy, 
sensuality, intemperance, calumny, or any other sin, think of the 
unutterably painful and bitter death which the Son of God suffered 
for us, to deliver us from sin and its consequences. By this means 
we may be victorious over all temptations, and steadfast in our love 
of Him who loved us unto death, for “it is certain,’ says the theo- 
logian Origenes, “that sin cannot flourish where the bitter death of 
Christ is considered: the whole army of sins will be put to flight.” 
Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 


THE ENEMIES OF OUR SALVATION. 


“And behold a great tempest arose in the sea, so that the boat was cov- 
ered with waves.”—Matt. vili. 24. 


This is the picture of the life of the Christian upon earth. Our 
soul, subject to thousands of passions, and exposed to thousands of 
temptations, is, indeed, like unto a little ship, covered by the waters, 
and never for one moment safe from shipwreck. Who, then, my 
brethren, would rest contented in view of the dangers which expose 
us to eternal damnation? Who among us, my brethren, would not 
feel the necessity of watching unceasingly over every emotion of his 
heart, that is to say, over all his thoughts, his words, and his actions, 
and to make sure whether they are bent toward pleasing God or 
pleasing the world? But a great many of us seek in all their doings 
only to please the world. And what is the consequence, my brethren? 
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Nothing else but that the devil can as easily lead us into hell as a 
mother can lead a young child wherever she wills. Yes, a Christian 
who wishes to please God and to save his soul meets with two things 
which are liable to perplex him: First, the great number of enemies 
which surround him, and the eagerness with which they bring about 
his ruin; and, secondly, the carelessness and contentedness with 
which we live on among these many dangers, and to which we are 
continually exposed. Now, to teach you how to watch and pray, I 
will show you what enemies we should fear and avoid mosg. 

Our real enemies are not those who damage our good reputation, 
who rob us of our earthly possessions, or who even try to take our 
lives. These are only tools which Divine Providence uses to sanctify 
us, by giving us the opportunity to practise humility, meekness, 
charity, and patience. If the salvation of our soul is dear to our 
heart, we shall, instead of hating and complaining about those who 
caused us these troubles, love them the more. Naturally, it is hard 
for a Christian whose heart is set upon earthly goods to be deprived 
of his possessions. An ambitious man must naturally feel sensitive 
at seeing his good name attacked. Without doubt, it must be terrible 
for a man, who always lived as if death would never be his portion, 
to feel its approach. And yet, my brethren, all these are not real 
enemies. On the contrary, they will be the cause of our reaching 
heaven, if we accept them in a Christian spirit. If you, now, want 
to know which are the enemies we ought to fear, I will explain them 
to you, and I ask your undivided attention. 

Our real enemies, my brethren, are those who make it their object 
to rob our poor soul of its innocence, to deprive it of grace, to kill it 
in the sight of God, and to cast it into hell. Oh! how terrible and 
frightful are such enemies. And as dangerous as they are, just so 
numerously we find them about us. Yea, we carry them within our- 
selves ; and this fact should impel us to be constantly upon our guard, 
as death alone can entirely free us from them. And it is these in- 
visible enemies which we have to fear the most. 

Let us contemplate, at first, that foolish self-esteem which pervades 
most of us. How proud we are of our little merits, our possessions, 
talents, and our family, and how ready we are to look down upon 
others! How anxious we are to equal our superiors in the stations 
of life, and to leave that station to which we really belong! And 
how often do we pride ourselves that our work is better than that 
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of anybody else! Observe, then, my brethren, this invisible enemy, 
who persecutes you unceasingly and causes your wrongdoing. 

How proud we are when we have a little more than our neighbor, 
can dress a little better than he! How ready we are to boast of 
these little worldly advantages! If a poor man addresses us in the 
street begging for alms, we pass proudly by him, not even giving him 
the recognition of a denial. We treat him as if he was an entirely 
different being to ourselves. Do you see, then, my brethren, how 
filled we are with pride? And, again, how sensitive we are of the 
way in which we are treated by our neighbors! A word misunder- 
stood, a slight joke at our expense, a cold greeting—how all that 
offends us, and how bitterly we complain of these little unpleasant- 
nesses, and how we hate those people who have inflicted them upon 
us! O my Lord! what pride! What self-love! Look at this man 
who has come into possession of a fortune. How high he holds his 
head, and how eagerly he tries for recognition from those who would 
have no communication with him before, and how ready he is to drop 
all his friends of former days! Remember how sad you are and full 
of trouble, if your neighbor prospers in his business more than you 
do in your own, if he gains an advantage which you have missed; 
but if, on the contrary, trouble comes to him, and he is hemmed in 
by embarrassments, how delighted you feel and glad in your hearts! 
Do you see, my brethren, how you are persecuted by this spirit of self- 
esteem and envy? 

We do not like to meet a person who has, perhaps without any 
intention of doing so, offended us. We like to believe ill of her, and 
like to hear other persons speak ill of her. We feel a great satisfac- 
tion when an occasion offers to anger her. Observe, then, my dear 
Christians, this feeling of hatred, this desire for vengeance, this bit- 
terness which prevails among us and devours us! 

Do you wish to know, my brethren, how deeply we are attached 
to this life and the goods of this-world? Is not our mind filled day 
and night with temporal affairs, occupations, and business transac- 
tions? Are you not always busy thinking how to make money, and 
is not your conversation taken up entirely by that one subject? Do 
you not continue these thoughts of your worldly affairs in your 
prayers, and do you not even bring them into the house of God during 
the holy sacrifice of the Mass? How often have you not thought 
during Mass over matters which you had to accomplish afterward, 
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about people whom you were going to see on business affairs! How 
willing you are to travel miles for the purpose of gaining a few dol- 
lars, and yet how unwilling to walk a few steps for the purpose of 


doing good to your neighbor or attending to your religious duties! — 


It is necessary to mention here the habit of most people to inquire 
curiously into the affairs of their neighbors and to criticize them, to 
meddle in other people’s affairs. Do you recognize, in this, my dear 
friends, that secret enemy, who causes discord among neighbors and 
brings unhappiness into families: 

Do you know, then, my brethren, why we know so little of these 
secret enemies? For the simple reason that we shut our eyes and 
ears, sO as not to see them or hear of them. To learn to know them 
thoroughly, you have only to look into your own hearts. There is 
their hiding-place, and of a great number of them, too. I have men- 
tioned to you only a few of the most conspicuous; but the more you 
examine your heart, the more of these secret enemies you will find. 
Our poor heart is like the great ocean, which contains a multitude of 
fishes of all kinds and sizes. Ina like manner, our heart contains a 
multitude of evil inclinations, some stronger than others, which are 
all liable to cause our ruin, if we do not suppress them with great 
care. These are the enemies that live within us. It is impossible 
for us to get away from them. Our only salvation is in fighting 
them. 

Having told you of our interior enemies, it now remains to speak 
to you of our exterior enemies. Pay attention, that you may learn 
to know, and, with God’s grace, to conquer them. Let us, first, state 
that these exterior enemies go hand in hand with our interior inclina- 
tions. Yes, my brethren, everything has been created by God for the 
use and service of man, and will tend to his salvation or ruin, accord- 
ing to what use he makes of them. Look at this poor man, who on 
account of his poverty should be sure of getting into heaven. But 
what does he do? He grumbles,,complains, and envies the rich, 
speaks ill of them, and calls them cruel and tyrannical. The suffer- 
ings and mortifications which God sends him as so many blessings, 
goad him on to despair. On the other hand, look at the rich and the 
well-to-do. Instead of being thankful to God for the abundance 
which He has given them, and making proper use of it by helping 
the poor in their spiritual and temporal wants, what do they do? 
Their riches make them proud and haughty, and cause them to live in 





- —— rr 





QUINQUAGESIMA SUNDAY. 271 


entire oblivion of the necessities of their soul. Thus we meet enemies 
in every station of life that must be subdued by fierce combat. Here 
our ears have to listen to calumnies: there our eyes meet with bad 
examples. No matter whether we are awake or asleep, drink or eat, 
we are surrounded with the snares of the devil, and must ever be 
ready to fight temptations, even by the most innocent amusements, 
or in company with the most virtuous persons; yes, even during the 
most sacred functions and during our prayers. What distractions 
and what pride! How often do we not think ourselves better than 
our neighbors! What excuses do we not make, when we confess our 
sins, so as to appear less guilty than we really are! How often do 
we not go to some strange priest to confession, so as not to have to 
be too much ashamed of ourselves! Ah! and what sacrileges at 
Communions! What regard for, and fear of, the opinion of our 
neighbor! O my brethren! these are a few of the snares in our path 
of life, and there are many others. The devil, who is bound to cause 
our ruin, is constantly about us, and ever ready to catch us in his net. 
Yes, my brethren, he makes use of everything to lead us into sin. 
Now, my dear friends, you know some of the enemies of our salva- 
tion. Judge for yourselves whether they are to be dreaded; but 
judge rather more by the misery they have caused you, and the bad 
condition in which they have so often left you. Let the years of 
your life pass through your mind, and convince yourselves that, since 
the early days of your youth, vou have been the victim, the slave, 
and the unfortunate plaything of the devil, the world, and your own 
passions. O my brethren! who could count all the evil thoughts 
which the devil instills into man’s mind? Be convinced, then, that he 
who works really and truly for the salvation of his soul, will soon 
recognize the truth of what St. John says: “ For all that is in the 
world, is the concupiscence of the flesh, and the concupiscence of the 
eyes, and the pride of life.” We carry the seed of vice within us, 
and every one of us may be tempted and seduced by his own evil in- 
clinations ; everything about us may give us cause for sin. If we 
would fully understand the dangers to which we are constantly ex- 
posed, we would live in constant fear of ruin. Yes, my brethren, 
in all we see and hear, in everything we do and say, we are ever 
drawn toward evil. When we are at our meals, we are tempted by 
gluttony and intemperance. At the time of recreation, we are tempted 
by frivolity and vain speech. When we work, we do so mostly from 
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avarice, profit-seeking, envy, or even vanity. When we pray, we have 
to beware of carelessness, distraction, disinclination, and wearisome- 
ness. If we meet with suffering or affliction, we are only too ready 
to grumble and complain. Praise makes us proud. Fault-finding 
makes us angry. It was all this which made our greatest saints 
tremble, and populated the desert with hermits, caused copious tears, 
innumerable prayers, and penances. Of course, the saints, though 
they lived in the wilderness, did not remain free from temptations, 
although they were free from the many bad examples which surround 
us constantly and are the ruin of so many souls. But we see, my 
brethren, that they were ever watchful and prayed fervently, while 
we poor deluded mortals live cheerfully and carelessly in the midst 
of so many dangers for the salvation of our soul. O my brethren! 
who will escape all these dangers? Who will be saved? Brethren, 
I say that nobody could live who would keep all these dangers con- 
stantly before his eyes. He would die of fear. But what should 
give us strength and consolation is the thought that we may have 
recourse to our dear Father in heaven, who will never allow us to be 
tempted beyond our strength, and who will always help those to vic- 
tory who come to Him with confidence and prayer. Watch and pray, 
therefore, and you will conquer. Amen. 


FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0. P. 


“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert, to be tempted by the 
devil.”—Matt. iv. I. 

After the Saviour had been baptized by John, He went into the 
desert, to prepare Himself there, in quiet retirement from the world, 
by prayer and fasting, for His coming ordeal. Having fasted there 
for forty days and forty nights, He was approached by the devil, 
who tempted Him, and He permitted it, on the one hand, to show us 
by His example how we may and can resist temptations, and, on the 
other hand, to merit the necessary graces for us, to conquer our 
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temptations. The time is too short for me to explain all this 
fully to you, and I will restrict myself to showing you, according to 
the instruction of the gospel, (1) when we are most frequently 
tempted, and (2) what means we must principally make use of to 
overcome our temptations. 

1. It is remarkable that Christ was not tempted by the devil, 
until after having fasted and prayed forty days and nights in the 
solitude of the desert. And so it is in our days. The devil has not 
the most violent temptations for the wicked and impious men, but 
for the pious and just. The former are wicked of themselves, and 
do not require the attention of the devil; but the just people have 
the good intention of avoiding sin and of practising virtue, and it 
takes all the devil’s cunning and power to shake their good resolu- 
tions and to cause them to fall. He then, according to St. Chrysos- 
tom, does as the pirates do. When they see a wreck floating upon 
the waves, they do not trouble themselves to gain possession of it, 
because they know tha‘ there is little or no booty in it; but, when 
they perceive a heavily freighted vessel, they do everything in their 
power, even jeopardizing life and limb, to get possession of it. In 
this way does the devil, that hellish pirate, take no notice of sin- 
laden souls; he aims only at those whose soul is laden and adorned 
with numerous beautiful virtues, and he strives with all his might 
to get them in his power. This is the devil’s mode of proceeding. 
He leaves man alone, and does not cause him any particular tempta- 
tion so long as man is wicked, and tempts others to sin by bad dis- 
courses or wicked examples, thereby lielping him; but as soon as 
they shake off his yoke, confess their sins sincerely, and seriously 
think of reforming, and beginning earnestly to seek after virtue, 
and the freedom of the children of God, the devil falls into a passion, 
and leaves no stone unturned to make the accomplishment of such 
resolutions futile. For this reason the wise Sirach says: “Son, 
when thou comest to the service of God, stand in justice and in fear, 
and prepare thy soul for temptation” (Ecclus. ii. 1). And St. Paul 
writes: “And all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution” (II. Tim. iii. 12). 

If you take this into consideration, you troubled and timid souls, 
you will convince yourselves that you have no cause to be troubled 
and to complain that you are molested by many violent tempta- 
tions. On the contrary, you have cause to rejoice; for there is no 
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temptation which is not permitted by God, and there is no act of 
God which is not a proof of His love, and that He desires and 
seeks your salvation. Only those who are not tempted have reason 
to weep and be sorrowful; because it is as a rule a proof that they 
are so accustomed to sin that they no longer combat the devil, but 
obey him; that they think no more of penance and conversion, but 
live hardened in sin. Therefore St. James writes: “My breth- 
ren, count it all joy, when you shall fall into divers temptations” 
(James i. 2); and consider the one blessed who, by many tempta- 
tions and vexations, has an opportunity to prove his fidelity to God, 
to exercise his virtue, and to accumulate merits for the kingdom of 
heaven. “ Blessed is the man,” he says, “ that endureth temptation: 
for when he hath been proved, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which God -hath promised to them that love him” (James i. 12). 

Now, what are we to do, and how shall we behave so as to resist 
the various temptations and to gain the victory over them? I could 
mention to you many means, in answer to this question, with which 
you ought to be already acquainted, but I will restrict myself to 
pointing out to you the means which our Saviour made use of in 
to-day’s gospel. 

2. When the Saviour was tempted thrice by the devil, he used 
no other weapons to repel his attacks but the word of God; and He 
teaches us thereby that we, too, should be armed with the word of 
God, so that we may reject the propositions of the tempter, and 
obtain victory over him. 

When, therefore, in the future, you are tempted in any way to do 
wrong, when the wicked fiend tries to lead you from the path of truth 
and virtue, then follow the Saviour’s example, and meet these temp- 
tations with the word of God. He did not give way to the devil an 
inch: let us not do so, either. We must sometimes give in to men 
for the love of peace; but to the tempter who wishes to lead us into 
sin, we must not give in in the least. We must advance toward him 
always with great determination, and say: “I will not do it. Be 
gone, Satan: for it is written, ‘The Lord thy God shalt thou wor- 
ship, and him only shalt thou serve.’”’ If, for instance, the devil per- 
suades you to put off your repentance from day to day, or to give 
it up altogether, then remember the words of Scripture: “Watch ye 
therefore, because you know not what hour your Lord will come” 
(Matt. xxiv. 42). If the wicked fiend counsels you to neglect a 
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good work because it is not necessary for salvation, then say: “It is 
written, ‘And in doing good, let us not fail. For in due time we shall 
reap, not failing’” (Gal. vi.9). If you are tempted to impurity, to 
intemperance, to avarice, to calumny, then remember the words of 
Holy Scripture: “Neither adulterers, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor railers, shall possess the kingdom of God ” (I. Cor. 
vi. 9-10). If the evil one tries to hinder you from praying, then 
think of the words of Holy Scripture: “Watch ye, and pray that 
ye enter not into temptation” (Matt. xxvi. 41). 

In one word, no matter what the temptation may be, think always 
of the divine will, and do not swerve from it a hair’s breadth. We 
pray daily: “Lord, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” 
Let us, then, resolve not to think, desire, speak, or do anything in 
opposition to this divine will. Then all the efforts of the wicked 
one to bring about our downfall will be futile, he will be obliged to 
let us alone, and an angel of God will help us as he did the Saviour ‘ 
for it says: “The angel of the Lord shall encamp round about them 
that fear him; and shall deliver them” (Ps. xxxiii. 8). Let us walk 
only according to the word and will of God, and never depart from 
it, and we need fear no assaults. The Lord will be ever near us 
with His succor, and the words of the apostle will be fulfilled: 
“Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he hath 
been proved, he shall receive the crown of life, which God hath 
promised to them that love him” (James i. 12). Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS: 


TEMPTATIONS. 





“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert, to be tempted by the 
devil.”—St. Matt. iv. 1. 


Dearly beloved brethren, we must not be surprised that Jesus 
chose the desert as the place where He went to pray, for He loved 
solitude; nor ought we to be surprised that He was led there by the 
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Holy Ghost, for the Son of God could have none but the Holy Ghost 
as His guide. But that He was tempted by the devil, and taken about 
on several occasions by the spirit of darkness, we would not dare to 
believe, if Jesus Himself had not told us so through the mouth of St. 
Matthew. 

Yes, my brethren, instead of being surprised at these facts, we 
ought to rejoice over them, and be extremely grateful for them to 
our Saviour, who only wished to be subjected to these temptations 
so as to show us how to gain victory over them. How fortunate we 
are, my brethren! Since the Saviour, in His tender love for us, 
allowed Himself to be tempted, all we need do to gain victory is to 
desire to be victorious. That is the great advantage which we can 
gain from the temptations of the Son of God. What, then, is the 
subject of my discourse to-day? It is this: That temptation is 
necessary fot us, because it teaches us to know ourselves. 

I said that it is necessary for us to be subjected to temptation, for 
the reason that we must learn to know that in our own selves we are 
nothing. St. Augustine tells us that we ought to be thankful to God 
just as much for the sins from which He has protected us as for 
those which He has graciously pardoned us. If we have frequently 
the misfortune to be caught in the snares of the devil, we must look 
for the cause of this misfortune in the fact, that we rely too much on 
our own principles and ideas, and too little on our dear Lord. This 
is only too true. So long as nothing goes against us, so long as all 
our wishes are fulfilled, so long we are inclined to believe that nothing 
could cause us to fall; but we forget our own nothingness and our 
miserable weakness; we make the most fervent promises, and say 
that we would rather die than fall into temptation. An excellent 
example of this fact is furnished us by St. Peter, who said to our 
Lord: “ Though all men shall be scandalized in Thee, I shall never 
be scandalized.” To show how insignificant a being man is when he 
relics upon himself alone, the Lord did not use as a medium a king 
or prince, but merely the voice of a servant-maid. One moment St. 
Peter was willing to give his life for the Lord, and the next he denied 
all knowledge of Him; yea, was even willing to swear to it. 

O my Lord, what are we not capable of when left to ourselves! 
There are people who, according to what they say, seem to envy the 
saints, who took such heavy penances upon themselves. These same 
people think that it would be easy to do as much as these saints. 
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When they read the life of a martyr, they say that they would be 
willing to suffer as much for the honor and glory of our dear Lord. 
What is the suffering of a moment, they say, in view of the eternal 
reward! 

Now, what does God do to bring us to a knowledge of ourselves, 
to make us conscious of our unworthiness? He allows the devil to 
approach us. Look at that Christian, who envied those saints who 
were living on roots and herbs, and who made the heroic resolution to 
chastise his body with the same hardships ; but, lo! a slight headache, 
the prick of a needle, causes him to break out in loud lamentations. 
Here he was ready to undergo all the penances the anchorites in- 
flicted upon themselves, and there he is in despair over a little 
mishap. Look at that other one, who wishes to appear to be willing 
to devote his whole life to the service of God, no matter what tor- 
ments he might have to encounter. And, behold, a calumny, a 
slander, yea, even only a cold reception or a slight wrong with which 
he meets, brings forth in his heart such a feeling of hatred of revenge 
and of dislike that he will not even look at his neighbor, and tries in 
every possible way to demonstrate what is uppermost in his heart. O 
my brethren, how little are we, and how wrong it is for us to rely 
upon our fine resolutions! 

You see, then, my friends, that temptation is necessary to con- 
vince our mind of our unworthiness, and to prevent pride from be- 
coming master over us. Now, you may think that the people: who 
are the most tempted, are the drunkards, the slanderers, the unchaste, 
who wallow in the mire of their shame, or perhaps the misers. No, 
my brethren, these are not the people who are tempted the most. On 
the contrary, the devil may even try to restrain them, for fear that 
they may not live long enough-to do evil and help cast souls into 
hell by their bad example. St. Augustine teaches us that the devil 
does not tempt such people particularly: he rather despises and 
neglects them. 

But, you will say, who is it that is most tempted? I will tell you, 
and please give me your whole attention. It is those who are willing, 
with the grace of God, to sacrifice everything for their poor soul, who 
are willing to renounce all those things which are generally striven 
for with great eagerness in this world. It is not only one devil who 
tempts them, but there are millions of them who try to ensnare them. 
The first temptation, my brethren, which the devil prepares for 
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those who have begun to be more zealous in the service of God, is 
the fear of man. They are afraid to show themselves. They shun 
those persons whose society they formerly frequented. If they 
are told that they have changed very much, they are ashamed! 
The question, “ What will be said of me? ”’ haunts them so, that they 
have no more courage to do good before the world. If the devil is 


unable to win them over through the fear of man, he excites in them _ 


extraordinary scruples. They are afraid that their confessions were 
not good ; that their confessor does not understand them ; that they are 
working in vain; that they will be lost anyhow; that they would gain 
just as much if they did not take any trouble. 

Why, my brethren, is a person not tempted as long as he lives in 
sin and never thinks of his soul’s salvation, while, on the other hand, 
as soon as he changes his life, that is to say, as soon as he desires to 
give himself to God, hell is let loose upon him? Listen to St. Augus- 
tine: “‘ This is the behavior of the devil toward a sinner: He acts 
like a jailer who has several prisoners shut up in his prison. He 
leaves them quietly alone, because he has the key in his pocket, and 
he is convinced that they can not break out. This is his behavior 
toward a sinner who does not think of leaving his sins: He does not 
trouble himself to tempt them. He would consider it as so much 
lost time; because he not only does not dream of letting them go, 
but he loads them with more chains. It would be so unnecessary 
to tempt them, he lets them live in peace, if one in mortal sin can have 
any peace. He hides their condition from them as much as possible 
until their death; but then presents to them the most frightful image 
of their life, so as to throw them into despair. But a person who 
has decided to change his way of living, and to give himself to God, 
that is quite another matter.” While St. Augustine lived in the state 
of sin, he hardly knew what it was to be tempted. He thought he 
was in peace, as he relates of himself; but, from the moment that he 
wanted to turn his back upon the devil, he had to struggle with the 
devil until he nearly lost his breath ; and this continued for five years. 
He shed the bitterest tears, and performed the most severe penances. 
“T struggled with him,” he says, “in my imprisonment. At one 
moment I thought I was victorious; the next day I was defeated. 
This cruel and stubborn fight lasted five years. Then,” he says, 
“God gave me the grace to triumph over my enemy.” 

These, my brethren, are the struggles which God permits His 
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saints to undergo. Ah, my brethren, how much are we to be pitied 
when we are not violently tempted by the devil! According to all 
appearances, we are friends of the devil. He lets us live in a false 
peace. He lets us slumber under the pretense that we have accom- 
plished so much good, that we have given alms, and that we have 
practised less wickedness than others. In fact, my brethren, ask any 


frequenter of the saloons if the devil tempts him. He will answer 


simply: ‘“ No; he does not bother me in the least.” Ask the vain 
girl what struggles she has? She will tell you smilingly that she 
has none; that she does not know what it is to be tempted. You see, 
then, my brethren, this is the worst of all temptations: Not to be 
tempted ; that is the state of the soul which the devil has prepared for 
hell. If I might say so, he is careful not to tempt them for fear of 
recalling their past life and causing them to think of their sins. 

I said just now, my brethren, that it is the greatest misfortune 
for a Christian not to be tempted, for we have good reasons for be- 
lieving that the devil looks upon him as his own property, and that 
he awaits only the moment of his death to plunge him into hell. 
Nothing is easier of comprehension. Look at a Christian who works 
ever so little for the salvation of his soul. Everything that surrounds 
him incites him to evil. He can not even open his eyes sometimes 
without being tempted, in spite of all his prayers and works of pen- 
ance. And an old sinner, who has perhaps been wallowing in sin 
for twenty years, will tell you that he is not tempted. Well, so much 
the worse for you, my friend, so much the worse! That fact alone 
ought to make you pause, that you do not know what it is to be 
tempted; for to say that you are not tempted is as good as to say 
there is no longer a devil, or he has lost his power over Christians. 
“Tf you have no temptations,” says St. Gregory, “then the devil 
is your friend, your guide, and your shepherd. If he now permits 
your life to flow on in peace, he will at the end of your life draw you 
down into the abyss.” St. Augustine says that the greatest of all 
temptations is not to be tempted; for such a one is abandoned by 
God, and delivered over to his passions, and will be lost. 

I have said that temptation is necessary for us, to preserve us in 
humility and distrust of self, and to oblige us to take refuge with 
God. We read in history that a Superior said to a hermit who was 
violently tempted by the devil, ‘“‘ My friend, do you wish me to ask 
God to deliver you from these temptations?” “ No, Father,” an- 
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swered the hermit ; “ for they have the effect of keeping me continu- 
ally in the presence of God, because it constantly necessitates my 
taking refuge with God, that He may stand by me in my struggles.” 
Meantime, my brethren, we can say that it is one of the surest signs 
that we are on the path to heaven, if we are tempted, no matter how 
humiliating the temptation may be. There remains only one thing 
for us to do, and that is to fight courageously, for temptation is the 
time of harvest, as the following example will prove. We read in 
the lives of the saints that a certain saint was so troubled by the devil 
during a long term of years that she looked upon herself as lost. God 
appeared to her for her consolation, and disclosed to her that she had 
gained more in these particular years than at any other time in her 
life. St. Augustine teaches that everything which we do without 
overcoming temptation is of very little value. Instead of being dis- 
couraged, therefore, we must, on the contrary, thank Almighty God, 
and fight courageously, because we are sure of the victory, and 
because we are certain that God will not give way to the devil, and 
that He will prepare for us the crown of glory which I wish you all. 
Amen. 


Lenten Sermons. 


THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS. 


I. Tue NECESSITY OF A SACRIFICE WorTHY OF Gop. 


“A sacrifice to God is an afflicted spirit.”—Ps. 1. 1g. 


The holy season of Lent which has just begun, should be an 
occasion for us to think oftener and more seriously than ordi- 
narily of the salvation of our soul. For this reason Holy Church 
offers us more frequent opportunities than at any other time of 
the year, by impressive services and sermons, to think over the 
great truths, which should in particular impel and move us to 


care for the salvation of our soul. There is, however, no other ~ 


means of salvation, which exerts such power in the Christian life, 
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and which is more adapted, if properly understood and brought 
into daily life, to unite man and his heart with God, to take him 
away from every-day worldly life, and lead him to God, than the 
doctrine of the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. The Blessed 
Sacrament is not only the source from whence all the graces of 
salvation flow to us, but it is the center of our whole spiritual life, 
from the cradle to the grave, and it is the center of the whole 
Catholic worship of God. 

We know that to honor and to love Jesus Christ in the Most 
Holy Sacrament of the Altar should be our joy and happiness: the 
worship of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist gives us blessing and happi- 
ness for body and soul, consolation and strength in life and death. 

With the help of God we will take for our Lenten considera- 
tion this year the doctrine of the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar ; 
namely, the Catholic teaching of the Most Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. 

So as to properly understand and comprehend the teaching of 
the Most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, my dear brethren, we must 
know beforehand first of all what we are to understand by a sac- 
rifice, and we must learn that man is required to offer to God an 
agreeable sacrifice. Let this therefore be the object of our con- 
templation to-day, and we will consider: (1) What ts understood 
by sacrifice, and (2) the necessity of a sacrifice worthy of God. 

1. The word “sacrifice,” from “sacer,’ sacred, and “facere”’ to 
make, means to offer to Heaven, that is to say: to present, to offer, to 
give. Sacrifice is therefore a gift presented by man to God. Cer- 
tainly God is the Lord and ruler of every creature; and we might 
ask the question: What has man that he can offer to God? God 
has, however, given man a certain authority to govern himself, and 
power over all creatures. When, then, man offers a gift to God, he 
acknowledges thereby the supremacy of God over man and over all 
creatures. This is the very essence and nature of worship. Sacri- 
fice forms, therefore, naturally the center of divine service in every 
religion. It is a necessity for man to express his religious senti- 
ments; to give outward and actual expression to the consciousness 
of his allegiance to God. Therefore, sacrifice is as ancient as the 
history of man. Already in paradise before sin, it was man’s solemn 
duty to show his absolute submission to God, by voluntary and per- 
fect obedience. By an absolute submission of his will to God man 
would have remained united with God. 
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We know that man in paradise refused this sacrifice of submit- 
ting his will to God; he sinned. Even in the state of sin it still 
remained his duty, as we shall see, to offer sacrifice, as it was still 
the duty of man to acknowledge and to worship the supreme lord- 
ship of God. With this duty was combined from now on that other 
important task of appeasing an offended God, of calming His 
wrath; and henceforth every sacrifice assumed the character of an 
expiatory sacrifice. Man by sinning had deserved death, sinful 
man deserved death. A respite was, however, granted to him in 
the meantime, in expectation of the coming Redeemer, but man had 
to acknowledge and admit that death was the deserved punishment. 
It was easy for man to see that he must make atonement, and offer 
an expiation to a degree which he was unable to accomplish him- 
self. He therefore looked about for an object of sacrifice, for a 
sacrificial gift, to which he might transmit his guilt, and then offer 
atonement by having it slain, or, as the case may be, destroyed. In 
this way we arrive at the idea of atonement by proxy, and in this way 
we also arrive at the right understanding as regards the object of 
sacrifice. 

Sacrifice is the offering up of a material, visible gift, offered to 
God alone by a lawfully appointed minister, to acknowledge God as 
the Supreme Lord, and to propitiate His wrath, and offered by 
means of sacred rites. We must observe five parts as belonging 
essentially to the nature of sacrifice: 

(a) First of all the object of sacrifice must be owned by the one 
offering the sacrifice; for how could the offer of a gift gain 
favor from another, when the gift does not in any way belong to 
me? 

(b) The object of sacrifice must be something material, some- 
thing visible. Man consists of body and soul; in all pursuits of the 
soul the body takes part, therefore it is just and reasonable that the 
gift, with which man seeks to propitiate an offended God, should 
be taken from amongst visible things, so that the body might par- 
take therein. 

(c) After what we have said about sacrifice, it is clear to us that 
man must offer sacrifice to God alone, the Almighty Lord of all 
things ; of course we can offer to a man, to an earthly lord or king, 
presents and gifts, but a sacrifice in the right sense of the word can 
only be offered to the Almighty, to God alone. 
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(d) In such offering we must have the intention of acknowledg- 
ing the supremacy of God over us, and of striving to appease His 
outraged majesty. 

(¢) From the foregoing points it appears that by offering up of 
a sacrifice the object is to reconcile two estranged parties. For this 
reason a mediator is necessary, who is acceptable to both parties, 
who intercedes for the one party and receives the gift from the 
other; he is the lawfully appointed minister, through whom the 
sacrifice is offered; and thus we come to the mediating priesthood, 
which is an essential condition in the service of sacrifice. 

2. Now we may ask: Is such a sacrifice necessary? Is it neces- 
sary that man should offer to God, his almighty Lord, visible gifts, 
or cause them to be offered to Him, thereby to acknowledge Him 
as his Master, and to appease His outraged majesty? Without 
hesitation we must anwer: A sacrifice is necessary; we must make 
a sacrifice to God, for we are His debtors, and we must wipe out 
our indebtedness if possible. We are guilty before God in a multi- 
tude of ways. 

“T believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth”—this is how we begin our profession of faith. God there- 
fore is our Lord; from Him we have our being; without Him we 
should not be; therefore to Him is due our entire devotion, our 
absolute obedience, and we should disregard our position as cre- 
ated beings, by neglecting to acknowledge our dependence upon 
God, and give outward expression to our submission to Him. 

We are debtors to God! O what precious goods have we received 
from our Lord! The life of the body, the life of the soul, the facul- 
ties and strength of the body as well as of the soul; are they not all 
gifts and presents from God? ‘What hast thou, O man,” says there- 
fore the apostle very truly, “which thou didst not receive?” Cer- 
tainly, dear brethren, if we wished to enumerate all the benefits 
which we have received from God for soul and body, we should 
not know where to begin or where to leave off; with feelings of the 
most profound humility and gratitude we should say with the 
Psalmist: “What shall I render to the Lord, for all the things 
that he hath rendered to me?” (Ps. cxv., 12). Ask yourselves, 
dear brethren, whether there would be a spark of gratitude in us 
if we did not feel a desire to offer to God, the Giver of all good 
gifts, frequently and willing a sacrifice of thanksgiving? 
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We are debtors to God. Let us suppose, if that were possible, 
that God would withdraw Himself from us for one hour, that He 
would refuse us His help, would take away from us His saving, pro- 
tecting and blessing hand: what would become of us? 

Yes, indeed, we are dependent upon God every moment of our 
lives; every moment brings with it fresh benefits from God for 
us; we could not exist if we did not continually receive God’s as- 
sistance and blessing. Every day we come to God with different 
requests and prayers: what is more natural, what is more self- 
evident than that we should accompany our petitions with a gift 
pleasing to God! 

We are debtors to God. O what have we done? We knew His 
will and we have not complied with it; we knew His command- 
ments, and iow have we behaved toward Him; we called Him our 
Master, and yet we did not serve Him; we received His benefits, 
and then we grieved and offended Him! We have sinned, and 
thereby merited His wrath and His chastisement. How can we 
make amends for all this? All nations acknowledge that man 
must offer sacrifice to the Highest Being, and they all have intro- 
duced sacrifice in the worship of God; even the heathen, though 
misguided in the choice of their sacrifice, and in the manner of offer- 
ing it, yet they all introduced the practice of it. Man is a debtor to 
God, and we must strive as much as possible to pay this debt, and 
for this purpose sacrifice is necessary; a religion therefore without 
sacrifice is not conceivable. For this reason, God, who wished to 
bring up the people of Israel as His people, in whom He wished to 
preserve the true religion and the belief in the one true God, ordered 
them to offer a sacrifice to God: a sacrifice of thanksgiving, a sacri- 
fice of prayer, and a sacrifice of praise, and He instructed this 
people carefully as to the season, and number, and manner of offer- 
ing of sacrifices. We certainly must conclude that: Tf God did not 
allow the prescribed sacrifice of the old law to remain, but, on the 
contrary, abolished it, it does not mean that the new, perfect law, 
whose founder and center is the incarnate Son of God Himself, 
should be without sacrifice. No; on the contrary, we may, and we 
ought to, conclude from this, that God has enabled man to offer a 
more perfect, and worthy sacrifice, under the new law. 

The sacrifices of the old law were, as the Apostle St. Paul says 
justly, insignificant, imperfect in substance, and only of value by 
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the intention offered with them. What does miserable man possess 
that he could offer as a commensurate sacrifice to Almighty God? 
The holiest and most perfect man, even the pure spirits in heaven 
were not precious enough nor worthy to be offered up to God as 
an efficient sacrifice. For this reason the Son of God Himself 
became our sacrifice. He willed to take the guilt and the obliga- 
tions of mankind upon Himself, and placed His divine Person, 
through taking unto Himself our human nature, in a position to 
fulfill all our obligations toward God. God therefore Himself gave 
to man, who stood in such great need of it, a sacrifice worthy of 
God, of which St. John writes in his revelation: “This is the Lamb, 
which was slain from the beginning of the world” (Apoc. xiii. 8). 
Amen. 


I]. Jesus CHrist THE WorTHY SACRIFICE OF THE NEw Law. 


“Christ also hath loved us, and hath delivered himself for us, an oblation 
and a sacrifice to God, for an odor of sweetness” (Eph. v. 2). 


Man did not submit his will entirely to the will of his Creator in 
the state of innocence, still less did he do so in the state of sin. It 
was necessary that man should offer this obedience to God. Man 
owed to God, his Lord and Creator, a sacrifice. This necessity of a 
sacrifice has been recognized by all people, at all times. There has 
never been, therefore, a single race in the history of man which has 
not introduced sacrifices in its religious worship. For the people of 
Israel, which God raised up to be His people, so as to preserve in it 
the belief in the one true God, He Himself ordained sacrifice. The 
sacrifice of the old law consisted, according to Mosaic law, of 
bloody and unbloody offerings, which were intended to inculcate the 
consciousness upon this people, that God was their only and great- 
est Master, to whom they owed everything, and whom, therefore, 
they should honor in the highest degree. Furthermore, this sacrifice, 
especially the sacrifice of atonement,should preserve among the peo- 
ple the consciousness of sins committed, and of the heavy weight of 
guilt which burdened man, and which must be wiped out, and which 
would be expiated one day by the promised Redeemer of the world. 
Certainly neither this sacrifice of the Jews, still less the various and 
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often sinful sacrifices of the heathen, could suffice to the Almighty 
for the past sins and offenses of mankind, and He to whom every- 
thing belongs could not be propitiated by any of these sacrificial 
offerings. To perfect the new law, founded by the Son of God Him- 
self, and in which from the beginning the promised Redeemer was to 
accomplish the work of redemption, God willed to create for man a 
better, a more perfect sacrifice-—a sacrifice which would be sufficient 
to afford Him complete satisfaction, and in which man might ac- 
knowledge his submission and allegiance in the most perfect way. 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God Himself, became this perfect sacri- 
fice of the new law, the promised Redeemer, and this sacrifice shall 
be the object of our consideration to-day, in which we should con- 
sider: 

I. Christ as a sacrifice by His wiil. 
II. Christ as a sacrifice by His teaching and His deeds. 

III. Christ as a sacrifice by His death upon the cross. 

The third point we will omit, on account of its great importance, 
from our meditation to-day, and reserve the same for our special 
consideration on Good-Friday evening. 

I. The sacrifices of the Israelites, which God had prescribed for 
them through Moses, had a proper intention, and a profound mean- 
ing, but the Israelites did not, as they were told many times by their 
own prophets, augment that sacrifice by its most important ingredi- 
ent, 7.¢., with leading a pure and spotless life. 

They believed that they had bought the favor of the Almighty with 
their outward oblations, and had made sufficient satisfaction to God 
for their sins. For this reason God told them through His prophets: 
“T will not take calves out of thy house, nor he-goats out of thy 


_ flocks” (Ps. xlix. 9) ; “for I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the 


knowledge of God more than holocausts ” (Osee vi. 6), and so Jesus 
came and was the “ end of the law” (Rom. x. 4) ; and by His bloody 
death offered once and forever the worthy and all-sufficient sacri- 
fice for the sins of men, and brought about the “ adoration of God in 
spirit and in truth ” (John iv. 24). 

If we look up the writings of the New Testament, we find 
it repeatedly stated, that it is the duty of man to offer sacrifice to 
God, that he must love God alone, serve Him and obey Him, and 
consecrate to Him alone all the faculties of his mind and body. 
(Rom. xii. 1; Heb. xiii. 15, 16; Matt. ix. 13, xii. 7). Jesus Christ 








SRR 





i 
ag 
i 
| 











SiS TIE IM = CRS 








LENTEN SERMONS. 287 
came to offer this sacrifice to God, and to teach men anew how 
they could offer it themselves, and to entirely and perfectly sub- 
mit His will to the will of His Heavenly Father as the Psalmist 
said of Him beforehand: “ Sacrifice and oblation thou didst not 
desire ; burnt-offering and sin-offering thou didst not require. Then 
said I: Behold I come. In the head of the book it is written 
of me that I should do thy will: O my God, I have desired it, 
and thy law in the midst of my heart” (Ps. xxxix). How per- 
fectly did Jesus Christ solve this problem and sacrifice His will! 
I‘rom that solemn moment in the simple room of the Virgin Mary 
at Nazareth, in which she said, “ Beit done to me according to thy 
word ” (Luke i. 38), at which moment the Son of God became man, 
according to the will of His Heavenly Father; until that awful 
moment in the garden of Gethsemani, in which the Lord Jesus 
Christ, recognizing the difficulties and the bitterness of this sacrifice 
cf the will, exclaimed, His forehead covered with a bloody sweat: 
“Father, not my will, but thine be done” (Luke xxii. 42). His 
whole life of thirty-three long years was an uninterrupted sacrifice 
of the will, an uninterrupted obedience to God His Heavenly 
Father. No sooner had Jesus reached the age at which the ordinary 
child begins to use its reason, than He commenced to overcome His 
human feelings, His attachment to His parents. He parted from His 
dear parents, and said in the temple at Jerusalem: “ Did you not 
know, that [ must be about the things that are my Father’s?” 
(Luke ii. 49). Although He was the Son of God, and equal to the 
Heavenly Father in eternity, power, holiness, and perfection, yet 
He submitted His human will to the will of His Father in heaven, 
as He said Himself: “ I came down from heaven, not to do my own 
will, but the will of Him that sent me ” (John vi. 38). The accom- 
plishment of His Heavenly Father’s will was all in all to Him; for its 
sake He forgot to eat and drink. On one occasion, tired after a 
jcurney, He sat down at Jacob’s well. His disciples had gone to the 
nearest town to bring food and drink. Meantime the Samaritan 
woman approached Him, and He instructed her about the kingdom 
of God. The disciples, returning, invited their Master to eat, but 
He spoke these memorable words: “I have meat to eat which you 
know not: my meat is to do the will of him that sent me” 
(John iv. 32-34). Look, dear brethren, at this perfect submission of 
His own will, the complete surrender of His will to the will of the 
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Almighty, the most perfect sacrifice of His will, although His entire 
life, from His conception, from His birth in the stable until the 
zgony in the Garden of Olives, “obedient in all things, obedient even 
unto death” (Phil. ii. 8). Truly, it was a sacrifice worthy of God; it 
could be, and it must be, acceptable to Him. The first creatures 
had denied Him the obedience which was His due; their descendants 
were just as wicked and refused God the obedience due to Him; and 
so men went on, and they will never cease to refuse God their obedi- 
ence. Through this perfect obedience of Jesus Christ, all man’s 
disobedience, from the very first until the last was expiated; the 
wrath of God is now propitiated, and He turns a friendly counte- 
nance toward His children. He pardons them, and gives them His 
grace and His blessing, on account of the obedience of the Redeemer. 

II. As Christ made a sacrifice of His will to propitiate the Al- 
mighty for man’s refusing his obedience, He was also, by 
His teaching and His life, the most perfect sacrifice for men; for by 
His teaching and His actions, He showed man how from henceforth 
God must be acknowledged as the Almighty Lord of heaven and 
earth, and how all men and all nations must serve the true God alone, 
and, indeed, they must serve Him and adore Him “in spirit and in 
truth.” This is the purport of His teaching, and that is the aim of 
His work, that man may find again the right way to God, and may 
return to his proper relationship with God. For this reason he 
founded a kingdom of God upon earth, Christendom, which 
should be a port of salvation and a place of expiation for all men 
who would be taken into it. Christ is the high priest of this ex- 
alted new kingdom, who spent His entire pure life as Mediator be- 
tween God and man. Through Him alone—this is His teaching— 
can we come to the Father in heaven; through Him alone can man 
be saved (John vi. 44, 66; John x. 7,9; John xiv. 6, 7; Acts iv. 12). 
“Neither is there salvation in any other. For there is no other 
name under heaven given to men, whereby we must be saved.” 
“ Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus” (Rom. iii. 24). 

The life of Jesus, therefore, was a life of incessant privation and 
renunciation, of poverty, by being stripped even of the most neces- 
sary things, so that He could say of Himself: “The foxes have 
holes, and the birds of the air nests, but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay his head” (Matt. viii. 20). Thereby He has taught 
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men to bear poverty for the love of God, and to become poor for the 
love of God, to renounce property and fortune, wealth and pleasures, 
so as to honor the Giver of all good gifts. Hence His teaching: 
“Tf thou wilt be perfect, go sell what thou hast, and follow me” 
(Matt. xix. 21). Christ is the sacrifice of peace. Who could fill in 
the unfathomable breach, which sin had caused, between the Creator 
and the creature; who could equalize the dreadful disorder into 
which the creature had fallen, with its Creator, if Christ had not 
given Himself as a peace offering, whom the prophet proclaimed 
beforehand as our Prince of Peace (Is. ix. 6), whose birth was an- 
nounced by the angels in songs of peace: “ Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to men of good will” (Luke ii. 14), and 
He introduces Himself as our peacemaker with these words: “‘ Peace 
I leave with you, my peace | give unto you ” (John xiv. 27). 

Christ is the sacrifice of freedom. Ah, how disgraceful was the 
condition of slavery in which mankind lay imprisoned, on account 
of sin!  Man’s thoughts and wishes, his actions and undertakings 
were influenced and hindered by the law of his sinful flesh; we 
sighed under the dominion of the prince of darkness, as the apostle 
says: “Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin” 
(John viii. 34). Christ snapped these fetters asunder; Christ de- 
spoiled Satan of his dominion over us; Christ offered Himself up as 
a sacrifice, and has made us really free (John viii. 36). Christ has 
become the sacrifice for our temporal welfare. Who could count all 
the sufferings and troubles and afflictions which would have over- 
taken mankind in consequence of sin, and who could give man the 
courage and strength to bear them all, to endure all, the sicknesses, 
and the visitations of sorrow, if Christ had not made Himself a sac- 
rifice for us, and declared: “‘ Come to me, all you that labor, and are 
heavy laden, and I will refresh you” (Matt. xi. 28). 

Christ became a sacrifice of love. Men were the children of God 
trom the beginning, and it was their destiny to be, and to remain 
eternally the children of God. But alas! what strife and what 
enmity, what quarrels and what hatred had sprung up between 
God and man, and between man and man! Christ shows us by His 
example and teaches us by His word, how we can again look upon 
God as our Father, and how we should love Him; He shows us by 
His example, and teaches us by His word, how we are to love one 
another, and to regard one another as children of the one Father. 
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He makes it a condition of belonging to His kingdom, that we have 
“love one for another” (John xiii. 35). 

Christ has made Himself the sacrifice of our lives. O how bitter 
was death, the hardest and the last of the temporal punishments 
for sin! Christ, the Lord over life and death, took away the sting of 
death. He raised many dead to life again while He was upon earth; 
He restored health to many sick persons who were near death, and 
taught them that death is only a sleep, a passing over to a better iife 
without sorrow. Blest with this conviction, the holy Simeon wished 
tc die (Luke ii. 29), and the Apostle Paul cried out, inspired: “To 
live is Christ, and to die is gain” (Phil. i. 21). 

Dear brethren, we have in Christianity, in the kingdom of grace 
and reconciliation, a sacrifice worthy of God, a complete sacrifice. 
Jesus Christ took upon Himself our sins, loaded Himself with our 
guilt, bore for us suffering and sorrow, persecution, hatred and 
even death itself. ‘ It behooved him in all things to be made like to 
his brethren” (Heb. ii. 17). In all things He offers Himself to 
God as a sacrifice, so as to discharge our burden, to exalt us, to sanc- 
tify us, and to be our reconciliation. ‘Christ is our advocate with 
the Father, and not for us only, but for the whole world” 
(I. John ii. 1, 2). 

Let us, my dear brethren, acknowledge with gratitude and emo- 
tion, what the apostle says: “ That, denying ungodliness and worldly 
desires, we should live soberly, and justly, and godly in this world, 
lcoking for the blessed hope and coming of the glory of the great 
God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us, that 
he might redeem us from all iniquity, and might cleanse to himself 
a people acceptable, a pursuer of good works” (Titus ii. 12-14). 
Amen. 


Rev. H. B. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 


Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist. 


ELEMENTARY INTRUCTIONS FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 
GOD. 


XIV. 


Gop Loves THat Wuicu Is Goon, AND HaTEs AND DETEsSTs THAT 
Wuicu Is WICKED. 


My dear children! In the last instruction you heard how God 
sees all things, hears all things, and knows all things: that He can 
look into our hearts, and knows what we are thinking of, what we say, 
and what we do. I admonished you to think of this frequently, 
especially when you are tempted to do wrong. Now I will tell you 
why we must only do good and not evil. 

Children! What do you think, is it all the same to God whether 
we do good or evil? Which do you believe that God loves and desires, 
good or evil? Observe then that, God loves that which 1s good. It 
is not, therefore, all the same to God whether we are good or bad, but 
He wishes that we should only do that which is good, for He loves 
so much that which is good, it pleases Him, it makes God happy. 

Can you tell me the names of the first man and woman? Who 
created them? Where did they live? What was Paradise? Listen 
now, how God showed our first parents that He loved the good and 
hated evil. 

In Paradise there were all kinds of fruit-bearing trees. Therefore 
God said to Adam: “‘ You can eat of all the trees in the garden, but of 
this tree which stands in the middle of the garden, you must not eat. 
For as soon as you shall eat of it, you shall surely die.” Dear children, 
God did not wish that the first man and woman should die, but that 
they should be happy and live. So long as our first parents obeyed 
God, and only ate of the other trees, and not of that one which God 
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had forbidden, they were very happy and contented in Paradise, and 
God was well pleased with them because they were obedient. What 
did God forbid our first parents in Paradise? Did God wish them 
to be unhappy and die? What does God desire, and what does He 
love? 

But our first parents were not always so obedient. One day Eve 
went up close to the forbidden tree. And she saw a serpent on the 
tree. The devil had hidden himself in this serpent. The serpent 
spoke and said to her: “ Why did God forbid you to eat of the fruit of 
all the trees?” Eve entered into conversation with the serpent and 
said to him: “ We can eat of all the trees in the garden, only of the 
tree in the middle of the garden God said: ‘ Thou shalt not eat of it! 
Touch it not, or thou shalt surely die.’” ‘ No,” said the serpent, 
“you would not die! As soon as you taste of it your eyes will be 
opened ; you will be like unto God, knowing good and evil.” 

At these words Eve looked at the tree. The forbidden fruit looked 
very beautiful and enticing. The longer she looked, the more beauti- 
ful and enticing it appeared. And she stretched forth her hand and 
plucked the fruit, and ate of it. She gave some to her husband, 
Adam, and he ate some, too. 

O children! was this right of our first parents? Whom did they 
obey? Whom ought they to have obeyed? O poor people! God 
loved them so much, and gave them so many pleasures, but they were 
disobedient, and did what God had forbidden them to do. Could 
God be well pleased at their disobedience? No; He was displeased 
and He detested it. Take notice, therefore, that God hates and 
detests that which is wicked. We ought, therefore, desire and do 
that which is good, and to hate and detest that which is wicked; 
because God only loves that which is good, but He hates and detests 
that which is wicked. What, then, have I told you to-day about God? 

Children, who created you, and all the people who are in the world? 
What is the will of God regarding us? Yes, as God wished that our 
first parents should be happy, He also desires, dear children, that we 
should be happy, too. The devil, who tempted our first parents to 
do wrong, seeks also, although we do not see him, to lead us to do 
wrong. Ah! there is so much wickedness in the world, and those 
who do it will be unhappy and most miserable. Do you want to be 
happy, or unhappy? What, then, must you love? And what must 
you detest ? 
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But, dear children, you are still so little and so inexperienced, how 
will you be able to distinguish the good from the bad? Oh! you need 
not be afraid on this point, as God warned our first parents of that 
which was wrong, so will He also warn you. What did God tell 
Adam that he must not do? Why must he not eat of it? What did 
our first parents do? They sinned, offended God, and became very 
unhappy, as you will hear later. 

I told you that God warns us of that which is evil. He has often, 
dear children, warned you already. You will ask, “ When did this 
happen?” Now, think it well over, and you will easily understand 
that God has already often spoken to you, although you did not see 
Him. You have all certainly been in the kitchen, in a room, in a 
garden, or some other place, where nice fruit or some other delicious 
food was. Tell me, now, did you not feel a desire to eat some of that 
fruit or that food? But what thought came into your mind at the 
same moment? Was it not, “ That would not be right?” Did not 
a voice speak to you at that same moment: “ Do not do it; do not take 
it; it would be wrong; it would be stealing!” Children, that is the 
voice of God in your hearts. We hear this voice as often as we are 
in danger of doing wrong. This interior voice, which tells us what 
is good and what is bad, is called Conscience. 

By what means does God warn us of that which is evil? By our 
conscience. What does our conscience always tell us? Our con- 
science tells us what is good and what is bad. How much God must 
love us, for He cares for us in such a fatherly manner, and always 
warns us by our conscience when we are in danger of doing wrong. 
We need only pay attention to this voice, and obey it promptly, and 
then we shall never be so unfortunate as to do wrong and offend God. 
But, children, this is the trouble with most people. They do not 
listen to the voice of their conscience, nor obey it, but they do what 
their conscience forbids them, are disobedient toward God, and do 
wrong. These unhappy people offend God, who loves them so much, 
and they are miserable, and bring disgrace upon themselves, sorrow 
and misery and all other evils. When, therefore, your conscience 
warns you of evil, children, what should you do? Obey it. Oh! I 
beg of you, obey this voice promptly, and then you will always be 
good, innocent children. Love God. Obey Him, and never offend 
Him by disobedience. Will you promise me this? 

God has arranged, also, in another way, that men may know what 
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they should do and what they should not do. He has written down 
for them, upon two tablets of stone, what they should do and what 
they should not do. And you must learn, dear children, what God 
has written upon these tablets. But I am sure that some of you know 
them already. Who can tell me what the Ten Commandments of 
God are? What did God write upon the two tablets of stone? The 
Ten Commandments. 

What have I told you to-day about God? Who tells us always 
what is good and what is bad? When we hear the voice of our con- 
science within us, what ought we todo? What did God give to man 
on two tablets of stone? Say the Ten Commandments. Did God 
also give our first parents a commandment? Did they obey it? 
Who tempted them? Were they happy, or unhappy, on account of 
this? 

Children, if you do not want to be unhappy, you must always obey 
the voice of your conscience. There is a saying that “those who 
will not listen, must be made to feel.” To prove the truth of this, 
I will tell you a little story. 

Little Marguerite had often been punished by her parents on 
account of her sweet tooth. One day she noticed that her father had 
forgotten to take the key out of a little closet. She opened it at 
once to see what it contained. Among other things, she discovered 
a paper bag, containing what she supposed was sugar. She tasted 
it, and it was very sweet. But in an hour or so she had violent pains. 
Then she confessed to her parents, with tears in her eyes, what she 
had been eating. Her parents were greatly alarmed, and sent at 
once for a doctor, but all his endeavors to save the child were futile. 
She had eaten poison, and in the midst of the most excruciating agony 
she died. 

You see, children, what can happen when we are disobedient. 
Never touch anything that does not belong to you. Children have 
often been poisoned through eating berries which they did not know 
were poisonous. Is it not a misfortune to lose our life by our own 
fault? But what a misfortune it must be to lose eternal happiness, 
and to be lost for all eternity!’ What must we do, children, to avoid 
this unhappiness? We must love that which is good, and we must 
hate and detest that which is evil. We will pray to God every day 
that He may give us grace to do this. 
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XV. 
Gop REWARDS THE GoopD. 


Dear children, what I am going to tell you to-day about God is 
particularly joyful for good people, but dreadful for those who sin 
and are wicked. How did God treat our first parents as long as they 
were good and obeyed Him? Yes, the best of fathers can not treat 
his children better. Listen, now, how God rewarded the obedience 
of our first parents. 

Adam and Eve lived in Paradise, in innocence and joy. Their 
simple nourishment was the fruit of the trees, and for drink, that 
which is the most wholesome in the world, pure cold water. They 
loved God above all things, and they loved each other. God was so 
good and kind to them! He often spoke to them, and loved them as 
His children. They did not know what sadness was. Nothing hurt 
them. They were immortal. 

Children, could God have rewarded their obedience better? Is 
obedience good, or bad? What, then, do we learn from this story? 
What does God reward—the good, or the bad? Observe well, then, 
that God rewards the good. My dear children, God is the same. 
He never changes. As He rewarded the good with our first parents, 
He rewards it now. So that you may have a real pleasure in doing 
good, especially in being obedient, we will mention some rewards 
which God gives to good men. 

If a child is healthy, and learns easily; if it has good 
parents, who love and watch over it, and give it a great many pleas- 
ures, is such a child happy, or unhappy? From whom, however, has 
that child received all these things which make it so happy, namely, 
health, reason, and good parents? Remember this well, children, 
that all good gifts come from our Father in heaven, as well as a happy 
life. And to which people do you think that God will give a happy 
life—the good, or the bad? With what does God generally reward 
the good? With happiness. You all want to be happy, dear children, 
do you not?) What must you do, then? With what does God reward 
the good? 

There are people who work from early morning till late at night, 
yet who do not prosper; but they always have to struggle with 
want and poverty, while others seem to obtain all they want without 
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much trouble. They do not work as hard, but still their business is 
successful, while others lose everything. Children, how is this? 
There is a proverb which says: 


“God’s blessing you need, 
Or you'll never succeed.” 


What is the matter with those people with whom nothing succeeds, 
no matter how hard they work? To which people does God give 
His blessing—to the good, or to the bad? With what else, then, does 
God reward the good? With His blessing. 

There are people who have everything in abundance, who are rich 
and thought a great deal of, and yet they do not get along well. That 
kind of people lead a sinful life, they do wrong and offend God, and 
therefore they cannot get along well. Many children, for instance, 
think that people live well when they have plenty to eat and drink. 
But, children, this isa mistake. For people to live well, they must be 
free from sin, and lead a good life. Who can preserve us from 
every sin? From whom, then, does true well-being come? And 
what people will God in particular allow to prosper? With what 
else, then, does God reward the good? With prosperity. 

The best reward which God gives to the good, we shall only receive 
in the next world. What do we call that place of everlasting joy and 
blessedness, where all the good people go after this life? Do you 
wish to go to heaven, too? What must you do, then? With what 
does God reward the good in the next world? Wuth heaven. Could 
we wish for a more glorious reward than happiness, blessing, and 
prosperity in this world, and in the next world heaven? Be, then, 
always good and innocent, and beg of God every day that He may 
give you the strength to accomplish much good, because you know 
it is not so easy to do good, but it costs us trouble and effort, as you 
will hear in the following story: 

First of all, I must ask you children, where does the corn grow? 
Does it grow of itself, or must man perform his part? If man neither 
plowed nor sowed, what would come up? A poor laborer once bought 
a piece of untilled ground which was full of thorns and weeds. Then 
he said to his six children: “ When our neighbor the well-to-do 
farmer’s wife makes cakes, you all feel badly if you do not have 
something nice, too, once in a while. If you will work hard with me 
to get the thorns and weeds and stones off this land which I have 
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bought, so that it will make a good field, then your mother shall bake 
you some cakes as soon as the first wheat is gathered, and you shall 
have all you want of them to eat.” “ Willingly! We will help 
you!” said the children. They kept their word, and helped their 
father faithfully at his laborious work. While the father pulled up 
the weeds and burned them, the children picked up the stones which 
were strewn over the field and placed them in a heap. Even the 
smallest child, a girl of four years, took the pains to carry away the 
stones in her little basket. The work was finished after several days 
of toil. 

The seed was sown in the field. It grew up and ripened, and when 
the first wagon-load was taken home it was a real joyful event for 
this poor family. When, after their hard work, they all entered the 
room, they found a large dish of cakes upon the table. Parents and 
children raised their hands to heaven, and thanked God with grateful 
hearts because He had blessed their work, and they partook of the 
delicious cakes in peace and happiness. 

Children, if these poor people had not tilled this field, what would 
have grown in it? And so it is with our hearts. Our heart is like a 
field. If we do not take care to sow and plant good things in our 
heart, then only sin and wickedness make their appearance, as the 
thorns and weeds did in the field. Which would you like your heart 
to resemble—a field full of thorns and weeds, or a field full of lovely 
wheat? Very well; but you must take care to accustom yourself to 
that which is good, and we shall mention, therefore, some good things 
which children should appropriate to themselves. 

Children, from whom do we obtain all the good that we have? 
What should we do to God for all the benefits which He has shown 
us? And how can we thank God for them? By prayer. And we must 
pray devoutly. Prayer, therefore, is the first good thing which a 
child should become accustomed to. Tell me, N., what is the first 
good thing which a child should become accustomed to? To pray 
devoutly. 

I have often heard children scream and cry when they did not get 
what they wanted. Do such children behave well, or badly? When 
parents or teachers say or refuse anything, what should children do? 
They should obey. Obedience is something very beautiful and good. 
If you find it hard sometimes to be obedient, then remember 


“ That a good child obeys promptly.” 
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Children, what good thing must you do in school? Learn dili- 
gently. Be good in school; sit still, and pay attention, for, if you do 
not learn well while you are young, it will be much harder for you 
later. 

What must children always speak, if they wish to be good children? 
The truth. Yes, and this is the fourth good thing which we mist 
get accustomed to. 

Children, how many fingers have I on my right hand? We will, 
then, mention a fifth good thing, so that you may be able to count on 
your fingers the good which you must get used to. What must 
children do willingly? They must work willingly. Man was made 
for work, and not for idleness. Do not be dull and lazy. 

You now know, dear children, how much good God wishes us to 
do. You know that God will give you a glorious reward if you do 
good. Do you wish to receive from God happiness, blessing, and 
prosperity, and then heaven? Yes, dear children, we will firmly 
resolve and promise God only to do good, and that we may be able to 
do this we will beg of God to grant us the grace. 


XVI. 
Gop PUNISHES THE WICKED. 


What I am going to tell you, children, to-day, about God is dread- 
ful and terrifying, especially to wicked men. You have heard that, 
so long as our first parents in Paradise obeyed God, He gave them 
a glorious reward. But, unfortunately, Adam and Eve did not 
remain always good. What did God forbid them? Did they obey 
Him? Who tempted them to be disobedient? What did they do 
then? Yes, unfortunately, they transgressed the commandment of 
_ God, and so the first sin was accomplished. Listen, now, what else 

happened. 

After they had committed the first sin, Adam and Eve hid them- 
selves among the bushes in the garden, trembling with fear and 
anxiety before the face of God. But nobody can hide himself from 
God. They heard the voice of God, and God punished them for their 
disobedience, as they deserved. God spoke to Eve: “ Because thou 
hast done this, thou shalt bring forth thy children in sorrow, and be 
subject to Adam thy husband.” But to Adam God said: “ Cursed 
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is the earth in thy work: thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to 
thee ; and in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return 
to the earth, out of which thou wast taken: for dust thou art, and into 
dust thou shalt return.” Then God drove them out of Paradise. An 
angel with a fiery sword guarded the entrance of the garden. 

This is how God punishes the disobedient. 

Paradise was lost on account of sin. Eve must endure suffering, 
and Adam laborious work. Sickness, suffering, tears and sighs, and 
finally death, is what our first parents brought upon themselves by 
their disobedience. Is this not very sad? From this story you must 
learn what God does to disobedient men. What does He do to them? 
What do you learn about God in this story? That He punishes the 
wicked. 

God not only gave a commandment to our first parents, but also to 
us. Which are the Ten Commandments of God? When man trans- 
gresses these commandments, and does not do what God wishes him 
to do, what is he? And what does God do to the disobedient? Do 
you want to be punished by God? What must you avoid, then? We 
will, then, mention several bad things which children especially must 
avoid. 

What has God given us in our hearts, which warns us of that which 
is wrong? When, then, our conscience says, “ That is wrong; do not 
do that!” and a child does it, what kind of child is that? If our 
parents or teachers forbid us to do something, and a child does it, 
what kind of child is that? To be disobedient toward God—toward 
our parents and teachers! Children, this is something wrong, and 
it must be punished. What does punishment do? If, then, you do 
not want to be punished, what is the first wicked act which you must 
guard yourselves against? Disobedience. 

Children, who induced our first parents to eat the forbidden fruit? 
God had told them, “ As soon as you eat thereof, you shall surely 
die!” What did Satan say? Who spoke the truth—God, or the 
devil? What else did the devil do? He told a lie, and by his lying 
he led our first parents to sin, and thereby made them very unhappy. 
Who was the origin of lying? Yes, the devil was the first liar, and 
those men who imitate him and lie, too, are his children, because they 
obey the devil rather than God. Whose children do you wish to be 
—the children of God, or the children of the devil? What, then, must 
you never do? Lie. Lying is something very wicked and detestable. 
Avoid it, therefore, and always speak the truth! 
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Suppose one of you children celebrates a birthday, and gets on that 
occasion so many cakes and sweets for presents that you cannot eat 
them all alone. Would it be right if the other children took 
secretly some of these good things away from you? What would you 
call that? That is called Stealing. Therefore, what other wicked 
thing is forbidden by the commandments of God? To steal. Steal- 
ing is forbidden, and it is a very wicked thing. I will give you a 
little verse about lying and stealing: 


“Thou shalt not lie, nor shalt thou steal, 
Nor what thou find’st shalt thou conceal.” 


I have named three bad things which we must avoid. Who can 
repeat them to me? 

I daresay you have all seen a beehive? What do the bees do all 
day long? Yes, they fly in and out busily. They seek untiringly among 
the flowers and blossoms for honey, which they carry into their 
hive. They work diligently from morning till evening. And do they 
not obtain a great reward for their toil by the delicious honey which 
they make? To what end, then, was man created—for work, or for 
idleness? Is it right for men not to work, but to be always idle? 
What must you, then, now, while you are young, avoid and detest? 
Idleness. Remember the proverb: 


“ The devil finds work 
For idle hands to do.” 


People who are idle all day long, fall into all kinds of wickedness. 
That is the reason they commit crimes, and are lost in time and 
eternity. 

Last time, I named as many good things to you as I had fingers 
on my right hand. Children, here is my other hand. What is it 
called? And how many fingers have I on my left hand? So we will 
now name a fifth wicked thing, so that you can count upon your 
fingers those wicked things which you must avoid. A few days ago, 
I heard a child screaming and crying bitterly. And why do you think 
that child screamed so? Another bad child had beaten her and pulled 
her hair. Was that right and good? You must never offend or 
annoy any one willingly ; for to offend others is the fifth wicked thing 






































SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 301 


which you must avoid. Is it right for any one to scold, beat, push, or 
in any other way ill-treat you? Think, then, of this little proverb: 





“Do unto others as you would 
They should do unto you.” 


Do our parents do right, or wrong, when they punish a child for 
being naughty? That is what God does. When men are wicked, 
God sends them all kinds of punishments. Do you like to be pun- 
ished? Take notice of the punishments which God generally inflicts 
upon the wicked, and keep them in your memory, when you are 
tempted to do wrong. The thought of the punishments of God will 
inspire you with a salutary fear, which will prevent you from doing 
wrong. Of the punishments which God sends to the wicked I will 
tell you more in our next lesson. 


XVII. 
Gop PUNISHES THE WICKED.—(Continued). 


Children, did Adam and Eve take pleasure in their disobedience, 
when God punished them and drove them out of Paradise? Oh! how 
they repented the wrong that they had done! What sorrow it must 
have caused them to have to leave that beautiful Paradise! Children, 
so does every sin now bring man repentance and bitter suffering. 
Repentance and suffering are the evils which God inflicts as a punish- 
ment upon those who do wrong. With what does God punish the 
wicked? With repentance and suffering. O dear children! if you 
wish to be happy and joyful, avoid sin; for repentance and suffering 
on account of sin is a great trouble and punishment. 

One day, while I was walking through a large city, I noticed a 
crowd of people gathered on the sidewalk, who were looking at a man 
) just arrested by the police, and who was being taken to prison, 

because he had stolen and committed a robbery. Oh! how ashamed 
that man felt. He did not venture to raise his head and look at any 
2 one. But that was not all. He was later on sent away to jail, and 
for many years, at hard labor, he passed a miserable life. How did 
this man fall into such disgrace and such misery? With what, then, 
does God even now punish the wicked? With disgrace and misery. 
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It has unfortunately often happened that men, out of anger or 
revenge or for money, have committed a murder. And God has said: 
“He who sheds blood, his blood also shall be shed.” Oh! what a 
calamity when such a criminal is sentenced and put to death. But, 
children, it is then too late to lament and cry. Their eyes are blind- 
folded, and they are led to execution. With such calamities, yes, 
even with death itself, God punishes the wicked. In what fearful 
way does God punish the wicked? With calamity and death. 

But the most dreadful punishment, children, await the wicked in 
the next world. Where will the wicked go to? With what does 
God punish them in the next world? With hell. O children! when 
any one gets burned, what dreadful pain this causes. If any of you 
have ever burned yourselves, you will know how it feels. Hell is 
called everlasting fire. Oh! how dreadful this must be, forever, with- 
out an end, to endure the most dreadful sufferings, the most terrible 
torments in hell! O dear children! you will never offend God, will 
you, so as not to be cast into hell? You will promise me this, will 
you not? 

Show me your right hand! Count the good things which I have 
taught you upon the five fingers of your right hand. Show me your 
left hand. Count the bad things which I have especially told you to 
avoid. At the Day of Judgment, children, will God judge all men? 
Those who have done good He will place at His right hand, and 
those who have been wicked will be placed on His left hand. Then 
He will say to those who stand at His right hand: “ Come, ye blessed 
of my Father. Take possession of the kingdom which has been pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world!” But to those who 
stand at His left hand He will say: “ Depart from me, ye accursed, 
into everlasting fire, which was prepared for the devil and his 
angels!” And these shall go into everlasting punishment, but the 
just into life everlasting. 

O children! the mere thought of those damned souls ought to fill 
us with fear and trembling. Every time you look at your right or 
left hand, think of the divine judge, and make a firm resolution to 
avoid evil and to do good, so that at the last judgment you may not 
stand at the left hand, but be placed on the right of the eternal Judge. 
What, then, must you do, and what must you avoid? Do good, and 
avoid evil. Why? What reward does God give to the good? What 
punishment does He give to the wicked? Tell me of something 
good. Tell me of something wicked. 
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Listen to some examples from Holy Scripture, and you will see 
how severely God punished the wicked in those days. Adam ate the 
forbidden fruit, and wanted to be like unto God. Then God said: 
“To dust and ashes shalt thou return!” Eve wished to satisfy her 
greediness by enjoying the forbidden fruit. Then God said: “ Thou 
shalt bring forth thy children in sorrow!” Cain murdered his 
brother Abel, and moistened the earth with blood. The earth 
brought forth no more fruit. He went forth as a wanderer and a 
fugitive. 

When in the time of Noe the people were very wicked and had not 
improved, God punished the whole world by a flood; but the pious. 
Noe and his family were saved in the ark. In the time of Abraham, 
God rained down fire from heaven upon the city of Sodom, whose 
inhabitants were very wicked, and He wiped them from the face of 
the earth. Abraham had two sons, Ismael and Isaac. Ismael, the eld- 
est one, tormented his young brother Isaac. Then God commanded 
Abraham to drive the wicked Ismael away, which was done. The 
Egyptians were so cruel that they ordered all the new-born baby 
boys of the Israelites to be thrown into the water, where these poor 
innocent little children drowned. But they, that is, the Egyptians, 
were drowned, too, in the Red Sea. And there are, dear children, 
many more stories which you will hear about later, from which we 
can learn that God rewards the good, and punishes the wicked. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
LESSON XIV. 


46. Is it not all the same to God whether we do good or evil? What can 
you tell me on this subject about God? That He loves that which is good, 
and that He hates and detests that which is evil. 

47. Who tells us always what is good and what is evil? Our conscience 
tells us what is good and what is evil. 

48. God tells us, also, in the Ten Commandments, what to do, and what to 
avoid; which are they? 

I. I am the Lord thy God. Thou shalt not have strange Gods before me. 
And so on. 


LESSONS XV, XVI, AND XVII. 


49. What does God do to the good, and what does He do to the wicked? 
What can you tell me on this subject about God? That He rewards the good. 
and punishes the wicked. 

50. With what does God reward the good? With happiness, with bless- 
ing and prosperity. 

51. And in the next world? With heaven. 
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52. Mention something good which children ought to accustom themselves 
to. To pray devoutly, be obedient, learn diligently, speak the truth, and work 
willingly. 

53. Mention something wicked which children must especially be careful 
to avoid. Disobedience, lying, stealing, idleness, and offending others. 

54. How does God punish the wicked even in this world? By repentance 
and suffering, by disgrace and misery, by calamity and death. 

55. And in the next world? With hell. 

56. What, then, must we do, and what must we avoid? We must be good 
and avoid evil. 








